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Cast Thy Bread Upon the Waters 
By W. M. Czamanske 


AST thy bread upon the waters, 
Out upon the chartless sea; 
Though it float upon the billows, 
Or seem lost among the willows, 
Wait, it will come back to thee. 


Sow thy seed in early morning; 
Sow it till the shadows fall; 

For thou hast no way of knowing 

Which shall prosper of thy sowing, 
Whether this, or that, or all. 


Trust God’s promise, act upon it, 
And thine eyes shall surely see 

How the blessing He has spoken 

And the bread that thou hast broken 
Will again come back to thee. 


Still the Best Seller 


In spite of indifference, unbelief, 
and aggressive opposition, the Bible con- 
tinues to have a larger circulation than 
any othe? book. This has been gener- 
ally known, but it is. encouraging to 
read up-to-date figures collected by one 
who is in a position to know. In a re- 
view of a recent book entitled “Fifty 
Years of Best Sellers,” by Alice Payne 
Hackett, associate editor of the Pub- 
lishers’ Weekly, Time (June 25) gives 
these interesting facts: “The Bible re- 
mains the champion best-seller of all 
times, but its closest United States com- 


petitor is Noah Webster’s Blye-Back 
Speller, a textbook first published in 
1790 which has sold more thag 100 mil- 
lion copies. At the top of a list df cumula- 


tive best-sellers over the years ffom 1880 


to the present is In His Steps}'a pious 
novel by the Rev. Charles Monroe Sheldon 
describing a community which followed 
the teachings of Jesus literally. It has 
sold more than 8,000,000 copies.” Quot- 
ing from the book, Time gives the cir- 
culation figures pf quite a number of 
other books. Some were worse than 
useless, but it is interesting to note that 
many of these best sellers were whole- 
some, and worth while. “Authors and 
publishers,” says the reviewer, “will be 
hard put to it to find from this volume 
why the best-sellers were best-sellers.” 
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One can agree as he scans the secular 
titles; but one can think of many rea- 
sons why the Bible stands at the top of 
the list.. For one thing, the King James 
Version is a classic in English literature. 
But that is the least of the reasons, for 
the Book goes far beyond that. It re- 
veals the One who “satisfieth the long- 
ing soul, and filleth the hungry soul 
with goodness” (Psa. 107:9). Pointing 
to the sinless Saviour, it offers peace 
to the anxious heart, pardon to the 
guilty conscience, and bright prospects 
for the future. It penetrates beyond the 
mysterious veil of death, speaking of the 
prepared mansions, and showing how 
sinners may be transformed into saints 
arid made fit to spend eternity in the 
presence of God. 


How to Promote Revival 


The tenth and concluding editorial in this series on revival 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


N ARTICLE from the pen of Jona- 
than Edwards on promoting re- 
vival made a profound impression 

upon my mind early in my ministry. 
I do not now remember much more 
about Dr. Edwards’ article than his two 
points. His first was that there are 
things to be avoided, and second “some 
things which must be done.” In Dr. 
Edwards’ “Aecount of a Work of God 
in New England,” he dealt with the 
human instrument God will use in pro- 
moting revival. Here we must begin if 
we are to make our ministries pleasing 
to God. 


The technique of revival, if presented 
to men who are not. personally meet 
to promote revival, would be like 
preaching Gospel precepts to uncon- 
verted hearers. We begin then, as we 
should, with revival personalities before 
dealing with revival practices. 

° 








a 


Comfort for Dark Days 


“Take heed, and be quiet; fear 
not, neither be fainthearted” (Isa. 
7:4). 





A revival-promoting minister will not 
be content to have revival messages 
without the ministry of the reviving 
Spirit. Knowing whose work it is to 
promote revival, he will walk and work 
in the Spirit, for without the Spirit all 
labor will te 
knows that truth, “Without me ye can 
do nothing” (John 15:5). 


A minister who-teally wants to be 
used in revival will. not bé surprised 
when he meets emerging disappoint- 
ments. He knows that’ “the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 
16:18). 


Moreover, he understands that al- 


though he has been well educated and © 


has acquired knowledge and wisdom, he 
is still prone to weakness through temp- 
tation and carnality, and can make the 
mistake of doing God’s work in a wrong 
way. He remembers David’s wrong 
method of bringing up the ark. This 
peril he sees and it causes him to humble 
himself before the Lord. 


A revival-promoting pastor realizes, 
too, that the Spirit of God, working in 
his heart upon his new nature, moves 
him to mind the things of the Spirit. 


natural and vain. He, 
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He is not only in the Spirit, but walks 
in the Spitit (Rom. 8:1, 9), 

A revival firebrand loves God and 
righteousness more than anything: else. 
Of him it can be said, “Thou lovest 
righteousness, and hatest wickedness” 
(Psa, 45:7). 

The minister who would promote re- 
vival must do more than see the truth 
to be preached; he must feel its force 
in his own soul. Burning thoughts are 
necessary before there can be burning 
words. “This minister sees his own 
unworthiness more than that of his peo- 
ple. He says, “Woe is me!...I ama 
man of unclean lips” (Isa. 6:5). 

Having repented himself, he knows 
the soreness of soul that guilty people 
feel as they cry to God for mercy. 

A minister who really seeks to ad- 
vance revival craves purity of heart and 
life. He has a holy discontentment with 
his own spiritual progress and longs for 
more of Christ. 

He seeks, too, the salvation of sinners, 
and cannot be content unless he sees 
them flocking to Christ. 

Revival-promoting ministers pay a 
good price for revival. Self-denial is 
half of their revival service. 

Then they keep the body subservient 
to the soul. 

Financial rewards they count small 
where spiritual and eternal riches are 
in view. They have no desire “to make 
a fair shew in the flesh.” 

The true revivalist uses the right 
means. He knows God is the worker 
and man the favored instrument, and 
that God has provided everything need- 
ful. 

This kind of minister is a doctor of 
the heart. He knows its deceitfulness 
and corrupt character. 

He has daily communion with God. 

He does not choose his duties. He de- 
sires to know what God wants done and 
then asks grace to do. it. 

His sermons are hammered out in 
prayer. His aim is to be the Lord’s mes- 
senger, faithfully delivering His mes- 
sage. 

He wiil not preach with animal en- 
thusiasm; but, in wisdom, he reasons and 
persuades his people to turn to God and 
obey Him. 

He warns sinners of wrath to come. 
He has no part with universalism which 
says God is too good to punish sinners 
- eternally, knowing God could not be 
good if He did not reward the right- 
eous and punish the wicked. 

He loves all who love the Lord. 

He keeps in mind the great day of 
reckoning, and builds everything with 
eternity in view. 

He observes the Lord’s Day as Chris- 


tians should. He fears to lose its sanc- 


tity, weaken its influence, and lessen 
its usefulness to hearts and souls. 

He is practical and consecrated; and 
pious toward God. As. husband or 
father, he is lovingly devoted as God 
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directs. He orders his children’s lives 
so they will follow him:as he follows 
his Lord. He knows that if he cannot 
manage his own household he can never 
really manage the Church of God. 

He honors all men and his country. 

He recognizes the responsibility God 
has laid upon him to give all Chris- 
tians opportunity to use God-given 
graces and gifts for the edification of the 
Church. 

He feeds both lambs and skecp. 

He will be no party to division among 
the people of God. 

He has a true missionary spirit. 

He labors to have God pleased in all 
things. , 

This is the type of minister God em- 
ploys in revival. 


THINGS To AvoID 
Avoid censure of other workers. 


Avoid putting stumbling blocks in a 
brother’s way. 


Avoid advertising anything that de- 
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pletes attendance at other church serv- 
ices. 

Refrain from using workers from other 

churches when they will be needed 
there. 
Never rob other congregations to en- 
rich your own. Get your own raw 
material. There are millions of souls 
wandering in the wilderness; find and 
rescue them. The worst kind of min- 
ister is he who preys on the flocks of 
other ministers, 

Avoid pride. It has ruined multitudes 
who sought the congratulations of men 
instead of the praise of God. 

Avoid making a fair show in the flesh. 


The simplicity of Christ is best. 
Avoid following human leaders. | 
Christ be your Captain. 

Txuincs to Be Done IMMEDIATELY 

A revived minister can advance re- 
vival. Good trees bring forth good fruit. 
Piety in the Church begins with the 

(Continued on page 552) 
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_ NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Further Questions on Wine 
A California reader writes: 


Several articles and letters have ap- 
peared in the Tres, bringing up the 
question as to whether the wine of the 
Bible was fermented or unfermented. 


He then summarizes early mentions 
of wine in the Bible, giving the follow- 
ing references: Genesis 9:20, 21; 14:18; 
19: 32-35; 27:9, 25; Leviticus 10:9; Ezekiel 
44:21. He continues: 


It would be interesting to know how 
long they kept unfermented wine from 
fermenting, if they tried to. The wine 
carried in skins on the backs of asses (1 
Sam, 10:3; 16:20) would, in that hot cli- 
mate, plus the natural heat cf the aniiaals, 

* ferment during the journey. 

In 1 Peter 4:3 is a list of things that 
Christians should not be guilty of, and 
an “excess of wine” is one of them. In 
Titus 2:3, the aged women are admon- 
ished not to be “given to much wine.” 
And, in 1 Timothy 5:23, a “little wine” is 
recommended for the.sake of one’s health. 
Wine is wine, be it [in the] New or Old 
Testament. Why would we be admon- 
ished as to its use, if it were not fer- 
mented? 

To be “temperate in all things” (1 Cor. 
9:25) is given as the goal, so it is temper- 
ance rather than prohibition. However, 
for a people that will not be temperate, it 
is best to remove the temptation entirely, 
for a drunken nation is an abomination 
and curse to any people. Would our Pil- 
grim founders be proud of their land, 
could they see the debauchery of today?—’ 
A California readers 


Mr. Ernest Gordon has been asked to 
answer this letter seriatim. 


Question.—It would be interesting to know 
how long they kept unfermented wine from 
fermenting, if they tried to. The wine 
carried in skins on the backs of asses (1 Sam. 
10:3) would, in that hot climate, plus the 
natural heat of the animals, ferment dur- 
ing the journey. 


Answer.—One must know, how wine 
was handled in Samuel’s day. In later 
times it was reduced by boiling to a 
thick treacle and stored in skin bags, 
unfermented, and thinned later with 
water, when used. It is probable that 
the same method was used earlier. 





Question.—In 1 Peter 4:3 is a list of things 
that Christians should not be guilty of, and 
an “excess cf wine” is one of them. . 

Answer.—The word for “excess of 
wine” is oionophlugais, which the 
lexicon translates, “debauchery, drunken- 
ness.” “Excess of wine” is an unfor- 
tunate translation, for it gives the un- 
warranted impression that less than an 
excess of alcoholic:wine is permissible. If 
the word “drunkenness” were used there 
would be no obscurity. 

The King James translators, living in 
wine-drinking times and being them- 
selves presumably wine - drinkers, 
showed their vinous concern for “mod- 
eration” here, as in Ephesians. 5:18, by 
using the temporizing word “excess.” 





Question—_In Titus 2:3 the aged women 
are admonished not to be “given to much 
wine.” 

Answer.—The correct translation is 
“not having been slaves of much wine.” 
Women’ who had an alcoholic past were 
not the ones to be chosen to teach the 
younger women, an indication of the 
hostility to alcoholic wine in the early 
church. 

Question.—And, in 1 Timothy 5:23, a “‘lit- 
tle wine” is recommended for the sake of 
one’s health. Wine is wine, be it-{in the] 
New or Old Testament. 


(Continued on page 551) 
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How Chen Git the Paissport—XI” 


A dangerous journey gladly undertaken for his missionary friend 
By CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT, D.D. is ba Lega} 


evangelistic and pastoral trip agreed 
upon with Chen. My stature was 
“white Russian.” My face was covered 
with a thick beard ‘which made me look 


I “WAS rounding out my two weeks’ 


“white Russian”); I was wearing a deer- - 


skin hunting suit and leggings (which 
made me look at least semi-military). 
Suddenly from a near-by village there 
debouched upon the plain where I was 
traveling a company of southern troops 
— little, active men. No way of escape. 
Nothing to do but advance. Quickly 
they ran forward; noisily surrounded me, 
my cook and barrow man, donkey and 
outfit. They assumed I was a “white 
Russian,” covered me with their rifles. 
I addressed the officer in charge; fortu- 
nately he understood northern Mandarin. 
To his angry charge that I was a “white 
Russian spy,” I earnestly and irenically 
told him I was an American. This ex- 
cited shouts of derision from the,soldiers, 
and more vigorous gesticulations. “Then” 
—and this nearly froze my blood — de- 
liberately said the officer in command, 
as he coldly eyed me — “then, if you are 
not a ‘white Russian’ spy, show me your 
United States passport !” 

One’s passport is a sine qua non. In 
our troubled Far East we always carry 
it on a journey. Ours is one of the best 
in the world. Mine the Jap soldiers 
were later to snatch from my hand, spit 
on it, throw it to the ground, and step 
on it. Alas! This one time I had for- 
gotten and left it at home! Deep sus- 
picion was confirmed. If I had a coveted 
American passport, would I not produce 
it?. I was guilty. “What need we more 
proof?” Forthwith I was to be shot. 

But, somehow, as I silently prayed — 
and then, as in many another danger- 
ous situation, I had only time to pray: 
“Lord, help!”"—the ~ officer listened 
against the threatenings and curses of 
the.men. “If you will take me to near- 
by Chi He City, I'll give you satisfactory 
proof.” 

When I arrived in the city, friendly 
runners preceded us to the chapel plant. 
There Chen stood in the door to receive 
these clamorous, browbeating guests, the 
first unwelcome ones, angry and unrea- 
soning, he had ever received into our 
establishment. Smilingly he pleaded for 
me, but leaden-heartedly, as he later 
told me. 

When he realized that my passport was 
not in my outfit there, he made a brave 
resolve. He put on a bold front, de- 
clared to the officer that he would go to 
Tsi Nan Fu, and see the U. S. Consul 
General, and get a clearance document 
for me. He would start at once. De- 
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Last week Dr. Scott gave a picture 
of the family background of his 
friend Pastor Chen; told of his win- 
someness, cheerfulness, and _ re- 
sourcefulmess, and of how the .two 
together often tramped over the 
countryside, preaching the Gospel 
and solving the problems of the 
primitive church. This week the 
story tells how Chen risked his own 
life to get his friend out of the hands 
of Chinese Communists. There will 
be one more article in this series of 
biographical sketches of Chinese 
Christians, 








spite the clamors of the soldiers for 
immediate shooting, they must wait till 
he returned with “indubitable proof”! 
Though the soldiers continued to growl 
in disagreement — this, a “people’s army” 
— the officer promised to let Chen try. 


CHEN’s COURAGEOUS AND DANGEROUS TRIP 


His decision was one to make the 
stoutest heart quail. He had to cross 
the Yellow River — wide and treacher- 
ous, its thick, swift, muddy current a 
terror to all but the most skilled ferry- 
men. The northern general, with his 
defending troops ensconced on the north- 
ern bank of the river, had removed or 
destroyed or sunk all craft findable. 
The southern invaders had corralled all 
the boats they could find on the south 
bank for their projected invasion. Boats 
for neutrals or civilians were as scarce 
as hen’s teeth, and too risky to use, if 
found. The embankments on both sides 
were honeycombed with emplacements 
for light field pieces and many machine 
gun nests were cunningly camouflaged 
and riflemen peered lynx-eyed out of 
numberless holes. 

As a parting shot of terror, coldly the 
officer in charge said to Chen: “If you 
are not here with satisfactory papers by 
sunrise tomorrow, your American friend 
will be shot!” 

It was futile for Chen to start to cross 
the river before dark. How he secured 
a skiff dnd two men to risk their lives 
with him, no time here to relate; and, 
for double security, he never told “out- 
siders.” If one rifle should crack, it 
would start a fusillade out of both banks. 
And it would then be improbable for 
him, alive, to reach the farther shore. 
From the moment he left us at the 
chapel, how fervently we prayed for his 
guidance! I was kept under viligant 
guard during his absence. 

The three men sneaked to their craft, 
hauled from its concealment to the water 
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boiling past them. ‘From the moment 
they pushed off, the two boatmen 
crouched low over their paddles. Chen 
lay on his back profoundly thankful, he 
told me, for the inconspicuousness of 
his small size. Later he confided to me 
that the flood condition was terrifying. 
Rough water encountered in the middle 
of the stream was the result of the river 
flowing over a temple area, with its 
sacred courts and buildings—a sample 
of how ,“China’s Sorrow” relentlessly 
bites into the body of good farmland, 
eventually to swallow it and then surge 
mockingly all around it. 

Land once on a perpendicular bank 
was now midstream! Why the waves 
did not knock in the sides of his frail 
boat, Chen said was due to a special 
mercy of God. None of the trio could 
swim; even strong swimmers would have 
had a tough time of it. But Chen also 
told me: “I claimed the promise, “Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee: because he trust- 
eth in thee’ (Isa. 26:3).” 

Then came the precarious landing, the 
wearisome plodding through the mud 
and water of the swampland to the north 
gate of the city; the imminent risk of 
being shot by sentries on the wall; the 
agonizing wait, until the ponderous bars 
of the double gates were drawn and the 
heavy padlocks unlocked and the gates, 
on their rusty hinges, finally creaked 
open. Then there were the frequent 
challenges, on the streets and at the cor- 
ners, by suspicious soldiers and police; 
the maddeningly slow rousing of the 
gateman at the American Consulate Gen- 
eral; and the electric lights gradudily 
flooding the mansion and its . spacious 
compound. The urgent and alarming 
news was hurriedly broken to the big- 
statured Consul General. He sharply 
questioned this dirty, disheveled, un- 
known, suspicious-looking Chinese who 
seemed almost a dwarf. At last the fate- 
ful writing of the statement of Ameri- 
can citizenship was completed. With 
what intentness, he later related, he had 
watched it — especially, like a hawk, the 
affixing of “the great seal of the U. S.” 
(Blessed seal!). After the hasty “good- 
by and good luck” to him, he began the 
“searifying” return. 

He skated through the mud, again 
and again stumbling and failing in it 
—a race to hang on to the coattails of 
the fast traveling darkness, and to beat 
Old Father Time to the riverbank, and 
across! The furtive re-embarkation, the 
fearsome over-shoulder glances as they 
fled; the anxious peering across and into 
the hotter danger zone ahead. The now 
greatly feared light, soon to come! Oft 
gazing at the morning star, bright in 
the east, Chen knew that it already was 
hung too high for his comfort of mind 
and the safety of all concerned. 

The boat grounded on the Chi He 
bank. (Because of the swift current, 


(Continued on page 549) a 
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A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


<4 HE Failure of Liberalism to In- 
terpret the Bible as the Word of 
God” is the title of an essay by 
Dr. T. W. Manson, Rylands Professor 
ef Biblical Criticism in the University 
of Manehester, and Grinfield lecturer at 
Oxford. It is published, together with 
essays by other theologians, in “The In- 
terpretation of the Bible,” and, the Er- 
pository Times believes that it will be 
considered a classic in this field. 


It first states the presuppositions of 
Liberalism —a_ philosophical belief in 
the existence of God and the immortal- 
ity of the soul; secondly, an insistence 
on the universal reign.of natural law 
and of biological evolution. From this 
last idea it is concluded that Christian- 
ity is not an absolute and final religion 
but a fortuitous phenomenon in the evo- 
lutionary stream. The Kingdom of God 
is not controlled by God, for all inter- 
ference with nature on God’s part is 
excluded. The essential thihg is that we 
should bring in the Kingdom. Nor is 
God a real Father, exercising detailed 
and providential care over His children. 
God must not meddle in His world by 
word’ or deed. . 


Such is the distorted and faded liberal 
theology. The hypotheses of natural 
science have become the dogmas of the- 
ology. God’s revelation of Himself is 
replaced by man’s thought about God. 
Man’s evolving civilization takes the 
place of God's mighty acts. 

“He that sitteth in the heavens shall 
laugh” (Psa. 2:4).. The present downfall 
of the most notable cultures in Europe 
and Asia makes it obvious enough that 
the Lord has man’s theories and man’s 
civilization “in derision.” This eminent 
scholar sees in the Bible “the flashing 
beauty of that unique and priceless 
treasure, the story of His own self-reve- 
lation to mankind.” 


Dr. M. C. Casella, one-time priest and 
professor in the Vatican University at 
Rome, is now rector of the Protestant 
country parish of Clabby in Ulster. He 
writes: 

“I have been working in this parish 
for about two years and I am sorry 
to say that the state of my parish was 
hot the very best owing to circumstances 
of a rather destructive character. Church 
attendance was very low, and lack of 
both Christian organization and spiritual 
interest in the parish was conspicuous. 
It looked to me as though I had been 
sent to work on an untilled field. How- 
ever, it was in the Lord’s plan. that I 
should be sent here to acquire a deeper 
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insight in the requirements of pastoral 
work, and to realize how the Lord can 
use His servants when they put their 
trust in Him. Constant visitation to the 
families, especially tu’ the sick, continu- 
ous contact with the most spiritually 
minded people and with Christians of 
other denominations, frequent prayer 
meetings, and especially the faithful 
preaching of the Gospel Sunday by Sun- 
day have proved the right means to 
destroy the spirit of indifference and to 
build a morally and doctrinally sound 
congregation.” 


Betting on the Election of Bishops.— 
How different the above from the tem- 
per of the Roman clergy in Ireland! 
Bishops are supposed to be set apart 
by the Holy Spirit, but the Chronicle 
speaks of a shocking custom quite prev- 
alent among the Irish — that of running 
a sweepstake on the election of higher 
clergy. The ecclesiastical authorities 
seem to think it stimulates interest and 
promotes good fellowship. “I had a 
good example of this the other day 
when, at a complimentary luncheon to 
the new archbishop of Westminster, I 
found myself surrounded by Roman 
Catholic dignitaries and leading lay peo- 
ple, who were full of excitement over 
the recent sweepstakes on the event. 
Apparently it had been a complete ‘cut- 
sider’ who had won and who was now 
being entertained in our midst, ' There 
was no concealment about the matter 
and _ no ethical twinge of conscience.” 


Dr. William E. Orchard, who went out 
of English Protestantism some years ago 
to join the Church of Rome, was a type 
of those, whether clerical or modernist, 
and he was both, who work from within 
to change churches from their due and 
lawful status. He was minister of King’s 
Weigh Congregational Church near 
Grosvenor Square, London, into which 
he finally introduced the Mass and all 
that goes therewith. In his autobiog- 
raphy, “From Faith to Faith,” he ex- 
plains how he got round the trust deeds 
of the church in order to Romanize it. 
His plan was not limited to his church 
only. He proposed to make it a model 
in a campaign of penetration in the Non- 
conformist churches of Britain gener- 
ally. In this he consulted with Arch- 
bishop Davidson of Canterbury and had 
his approval, or at least says so, though 
it is hard to believe that the Primate 
of the English Church could encourage 
such operations in “sister churches.” 
And this traitor says, “I was always 
proud to wear on my sanctuary shoes 
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the silver buckles which had belonged 
to John Wesley.” 

He has hardly been heard of since 
he “went over.” In his new enthusiasm 
for Rome he said, “I have been living 
on skimmed milk, and now I am getting 
cream.” One can believe the first half 
of the sentence. 

Yet in his early life he was associated 
with the saintly Dr. Reader Harris. 
Luther was climbing up the staircase 
of the Sancta Scala at Rome when the 
Spirit spoke to him in the words of 
Romans 1:17. Orchard, as new convert, 
wrote, “When coming down the steps 
of Santa Maria Maggiore (in Rome), 
where I had been trying to quieten my- 
self by a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, 
I found myself, somewhat to my sur- 
prise and amusement (!), ‘singing 
quietly, 

“Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night, 

Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come; 

Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, 

Jesus, I come to Thee.” 

Luther was climbing up the staircase; 
Orchard slipping down. Out of the first 
experience came the Reformation; the 
second was but another step in a shame- 
ful and unnoticed personal downward 
career. 


And He Saith to Peter, “It Is the Lord” 
(John 21:7). In a suburb of Philadel- 
phia is a fine old house which had been’ 
vacant for eight years and was finally 
sold at a minimum price to a faith mis- 
sion. I talked with those in charge. 
They told me of God’s providence in 
supplying this needed place where new 
missionaries could be housed until they 
were outfitted and had sailed away. 
“The furniture came unasked, piece by 
piece.” Mrs. was a Congrega- 
tionalist, but was converted to Christ 
in a revival meeting in a Norwegian 
Lutheran church in Minnesota. She told 
me much of her experience of the con- 
stant presence of God in her heart and 
of prayer without ceasing. 

In my room the other day I was writ- 
ing, and the housemother below was 
preparing lunch. Suddenly she went to 
the piano and began playing a hymn in 
rich, broad tones, for she is a good pian- 
ist. It was Nettleton’s old melody, and 
she sang through to the end, 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace}. 

© to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 

Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 
When she had finished she shut the 
piano cover and went back to work. It 
was just up-welling love to Christ which 
had to find expression. There was no 
one else in the house. 

I was feeling ill lately and fell to 
thinking of the years and the nearness 
of their ending in a somewhat depressed 
mood, when suddenly flashed into mind 
the words of Paul to the Ephesian elders, 
“That I might finish my course .with 
joy.” The last two words seemed to be 
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emphasized. Whence, did they come? 
I know well enough. 

A Temperance Tract—Robert Arm- 
strong told some time ago, in the Meth- 
odist Recorder, the story of the conver- 


_ sion of an English miner who had spent 


his weekly wages, earned underground 
in toil and danger, for beer, leaving his 
family in misery. 

“One Saturday night, a black night 
with no moon, as Lang Jack staggered 
out of the pub, he took the wrong turn- 
ing for home. He stumbled over the 
desolate fell, completely lost, until at 
last he was stopped abruptly by a fence. 
Climbing the rails he fell down on the 
other side and lay there all night in a 
hoggish sleep. He knew nothing more 
until he was aroused by a sharp femi- 
nine voice and a stabbing at his ribs. 
Opening his bleared eyes, Lang Jack 
saw that he had spent the night in a 
pigsty. A plump countrywoman was 
leaning over the rails and prodding him 
with a stick. Ablaze with indignation 
she cried again and again, ‘You dirty 
fellow, come out from among my pigs.’ 

“Lang Jack said never a word, but, 
rising heavily, climbed out of the sty 
and walked away, hanging his head. 
‘Has it come to that! Worse than the 
pigs! I'll make-an end’ — 

“He swerved toward where the Tyne 
was glistening in the morning light. He 
would make an end of it all. Then sud- 
denly, another impulse took hold of him. 
He stood stock-still. ‘I'll make an end,’ 
he exclaimed, ‘but it’ll be another kind 
of end.. I'll show them yet.’ 

“He made his way to the village, strode 
over the green, and just as the preacher 
was finishing his first prayer, to the 
amazement of that quiet congregation, 
Lang Jack walked down the aisle and 
knelt sobbing at the Communion rail.” 

Twelve years later Mr. Armstrong lec- 
tured in that little chapel. Afterward 
two bonny women came smiling to him, 
saying, “We’re Lang Jack’s dowters, and 
these are oor bairns,” bringing forward 
four fine, robust, decently clad children. 
“I recalled Thomas Champness’ Saying 
about conversion being not an addition 
sum but a multiplication table, and 
caught afresh the meaning of Christ’s 
words, ‘If I by the finger of God cast 
out demons, then is the kingdom of God 
come upon you.’” 


Although the Polish deadlock is dis- 
cussed from many angles by the daily 
press, the religious aspect is never con- 
sidered. Yet it is almost primary. When 
Russian Poland was merged in the new 
Polish state after the last war, solemn 
pledges were made by Paderewski and 
other leaders that the Russian Ortho- 
dox Christians should be undisturbed in 
This pledge was 
not kept. The Orthodox churches and 
monasteries were confiscated; priests 
tortured and massacred. The indigenous 
Ukrainian ‘culture was rooted out, 
schools closed, books destroyed. Nearly 
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3,000 Ukrainiah schools were turned 
over to Roman Catholic teaching. Whole 
villages were depopulated by massacre, 
some 600 in all. I vividly recall the 
reports of these atrocities at that time, 
which came out weekly in the Man- 
chester Guardian.: 

These things the Ukrainians of Poland 
and their Russian cousins have not for- 
gotten, Nor does Russia want a strong 
Catholic “Spain of the East” alongside 
her borders. The Papacy does, and is 
intriguing for it. The question is- 
whether she has the support of our cler- 
icalized State Department, as in Italy 
and France and Spain. 


The International Council of Religious 
Education has pulled another rabbit out 
of its hat, a Upited Christian Youth 
Movement, “to join in a great evange- 
ligtic emphasis in 1945-1946.” Mr. Isaac 
Beckes tells us about it: — 

“Young people today, in the church 
and out, are lost,—not because their 
lives are black with what a past gen- 
eration called ‘sin,’ but because their 
lives are confused and purposeless. 
These young people are anxious to build 
a new world, but they cannot find a 
way. The world in which they live is 
full of the claims of many causes, and 
the young people are frustrated because 
they cannot find the cause in which they 
can lose themselves.” 

Evangelism without mention of “what 
a past generation called ‘sin’” does not 
go deep, nor will it carry far. 

The Young Christian’s Charter for 
World Order which this United Chris- 
tian Youth Movement has set forth says: 

“The world is my home, and all the 
people of the earth are my brothers. 
I must work to create abundant life. In 
my hands are the instruments of peace 
and world order.” " 

“Through Christian young people,” 
comments Mr. Beckes, “God has spoken 
to this day in clear and powerful af- 
firmation.” Yet he had just described 
them as “confused and purposeless.” 

Young people often think more highly 
of themselves than they ought to think. 
They should be encouraged rather to 
“think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith.” 
They should be encouraged not to be 
“conformed to this world”; not to at- 
tempt to transform the untransformable, 
but to be personally transformed by an 
inward renewing (Rom. 12). 


The Committee on Co-operation in 
Latin America sends interesting news 
of Dr. Jaubach’s campaigns against illit- 
eracy. In Mexico they are printing 
lessons by the million, and only lack 
paper to print ten million. There is 
a great demand from Christians for 
consignments of ten thousand copies, 
which means that they are getting ready 
to teach thousands of people to read— 
and to read the Bible. All the news- 
papers carry articles on the campaign. 

Dr. Laubach speaks highly of the mis- 
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sionaries’ work. They have the hearts 
of the people and the respect of the 
authorities. Of Mr. and Mrs. Auler of 
San Pedro Sula, Honduras (Evangelical 
and Reformed Mission), he writes: 
“They are the most important and in- 
fluential foreigners I have met in Hon- 
duras. All the city seems to lean on 
them for spiritual leadership. When 
they dedicated their new beautiful 
church the President of Honduras sent 
a telegram expressing the hope that the 
people would go to church rather than 
to saloons. The Government is ready 
to do anything for these missionaries. 
Mr. and Mrs, Auler visit the President, 
the Vice-President, and Cabinet Minis- 


ters at will. Protestants are stronger , 


than Catholics in this city. According 
to Catholic statistics the average weekly 
communicants were, last year, only 59. 
I saw over 200 in the Evangelical Sun- 
day school.” 

In Nicaragua Dr. Laubach met with 
“an almost terrifying eagerness on the 
part of the laboring men in the Casa 


Obrero (House of Labor). ‘We are the 


people who will make your campaign 
a success, for we are the people who 
care. The way they clung to us was 
more than I could stand. They saw my 
tears and I saw theirs. I loved them.” 


Brief Mission Notes.—Chiang Kai-shek 
has asked the National Christian Coun- 
cil in China to enlist one thousand 
Christian workers as morale officers in 
the Chinese Army. ~ 

Report comes from the Oversetis Mis- 
sion Headquarters of the Methodists of 
Great Britain of an increase of foreign 
mission gifts amounting to £35,042 above 
that of last year. The total gifts ran 
to £550,999 net, about $2,340,000. And 
this in the face of war ruin and incred- 
ible taxation. . 

A recent meeting of .the Overseas 
Mission Committee was addressed. by 
Raja Sir Maharaj Singh, one of the out- 
standing Christian laymen of India, who 
reported a great change in the attitude 
of Hindus toward Christ. He believes 
the time opportune for evangelistic ad- 
vance. 

The Rev. John Stauffacher, missionary 
of the Africa Inland Mission to the 
fierce, cattle-stealing Masai tribe in 
Kenya Colony, has recently died’ He 
had completed the translation of the 


‘entire Bible in Masai, as well as com- 


piling a dictionary of the language. For 
many years he taught and wandered 
with these nomadic people,—a notable 
pioneer. 


The Evangelization Society of the 
Pittsburgh Bible Institute sent five mis- 
sionaries in 1922 to establish mission 
stations in the vast and heavily wooded 
areas between Lakes Kivu and Tangan- 
yika in Belgian Congoland. They finally 
settled at Shabunda among the 500,000 
Waregas, cannibals with filed teeth, and 
dominated by witch doctors. A primer 
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and 114 hymns, Old Testament stories, 
the Gospel éf Mark, and other Scrip- 
tures were translated into their unwrit- 
ten language. It was hard work “satu- 
rated with prayer,” writes Miss Burk, 
leader of the expedition. “The lan- 
guage is marvelous for a heathen people 
to possess, though in our pioneer days 
it sounded like the chattering of mon- 
keys in the near-by jungles. Surely 
the Lord has a place for these Waregas 
in His Kingdom.” 


Among Slavic Peoples.—Hlinka's Slo- 
vak People’s Party, which now controls 
Slovakia, is Catholic, and it is good to 
know that the terrible times have not 
broken down Slovak Protestantism. By 
frequent general gatherings these Prot- 
estants confirm each other. Church life 
has deepened, churches are fuller, the 
spirit of self-sacrifice active. With 320,- 
000 members they have raised consider- 
able sums for orphanages, asylums, chil- 
dren's nursery homes, a hospital, labor 
exchange, students’ hostels. Slovak 
Protestant bishops have, in pastoral let- 
ters, protested the Government's anti- 
Semitism. 

There are 350,000 Ukrainians in Can- 
ada, thrifty, hard-working, who in one 
generation have become independent 
and prosperous. There is hardly a 
branch of Canadian life where you will 
not find them. They love to be called 
Canadians, and though only four per 
cent of the population they account for 
ten per cent of casualties overseas. Pres- 
byterians have a flourishing work among 
them. “Many a Ukrainian professional 
man has been assisted by the Presbyte- 
rian Church to his professional train- 
ing.” 


A report from Loanda, Portuguese 


-West Africa, suggests a Christian move- 


ment of considerable proportion. “Every 
three or four miles people came running 
to greet us and started to sing hymns. 
We stopped and joined them in their 
singing. Knowing that missionaries 
visit them only once a year we felt it 
our duty to do our best to satisfy their 
spiritual hunger. 

“Right after crossing the Dembos bor- 
der into Quanza-North, a multitude of 
people surrounded us shouting, ‘Halle- 
lujah. They led us to a newly built 
chapel which they filled in a few min- 
utes. After having a meeting we walked 
with them to Quitexe where work was 
started less than a year ago. In that 
time the pastor had built a huge church 
and has twenty-two outstations in the 
surrounding villages. They had not had 
time to make benches, so the people sat 
on logs all over the church floor, so 
many of them that we could not Count 


,them,—up in the thousands. New 


groups arrived in the morning. 

“Every one of the seven pastors in 
one area has three or miore churches 
which are from ten to fifteen miles 
apart. They have to walk on foot. Each 
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congregation builds a large church and 
parsonage in the hope that the pastor 
may settle there.” 


The following letter is from a Greek 
Evangelical in Patros, Greece, and was 
received by one of the Greek brethren 
in New York: 

“I have courage to write you because 
.I was very close to our beloved Pastor 
Zapheropoulos who passed away; sec- 
ondly, because he spoke to me of your 
kindness. The different destructions that 
have come upon us cannot be described 
—slaughterings, shootings, hangings, 
imprisonments, deaths from exposure, 
hunger, and famine. Those honest poor 
who are left are without homes or 
clothes, with practically nothing save 
hope in our Lord an@ His people. 

“As for myself, for many years I 
worked hard, with privation, to btild 
a little home for my children. During 
the great famine in 1941 I was forced to 
sell the house for 285 pounds of wheat. 
After that was gone I sold clothes, blan- 
‘kets, and furniture. So I am with my 
five children without anything. I am 
a city street worker, but, unfortunately, 
our class has been ignored by all dur- 
ing the war. We appeal to the Christian 
brotherhood in New York for help. 
Yours in Christ, Demetrios Elephtheri- 
otis.” 


Argentina is the ripest field for 
Jewish evangelism since the days of 
the apostles,” writes the Rev. Arthur 
Glass in. the Hebrew Christian Quar- 
terly. In Buenos Aires, which fol- 
lows New York and Chicago in size, 
there are 250,000 Jews who have come 
thither from all parts of the world. In 
some cities the percentage of Jews in 
the population runs from 40 per cent 
to 100 per cent, the last in a town bear- 
ing the appropriate name of Mosesville. 
“Everywhere we go, in homes, stores, 
and streets, we are met with interest. 
People are glad to listen, glad to re- 
ceive tracts and Gospels and whole 
Bibles.” Mr. Glass has been invited to 
speak about Christ even in synagogues. 
A Hebrew-Christian church was estab- 
lished in Buenos Aires after only five 
years of testimony. He has also been 
visiting the numerous Jewish agricul- 
tural colonies, notably one in the Rio 
Negro valléy of Northern Patagonia, a 
colony wrested from the desert and 
turned into a veritable garden, with 
pears, peaches, apricots, and the famous 
Patagonian Delicious apples. Here, .too, 
the Gospel was listened to with sym- 
pathy. Opportunities for evangelism 
among Jews in Argentina, and the neigh- 
boring states of Paraguay, Uruguay, 
Bolivia, and Chile, Mr. Glass deems “the 
most limitless ever known.” 


Ten per cent of the Italians in Canada 
are Protestants, according to Mr. De 
Pierro. That méans a Protestant com- 
munity of 15,000 Italians. They came 
originally from little towns in Southern 
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Italy, among them Ururi,, an old Al- 
banian settlement, whose people still 
speak Albanian. Some of these Alba- 
nian-speaking Italians are members of 
the Italian Presbyterian Church in 
Montreal. Canadian Italians have little 
interest in Catholicism, usually holding 
the business meetings of their societies 
at the hour of High Mass on Sunday. 
The Italian Presbyterian Church of 
Montreal is descended from Father 
Chiniquy’s time. 


Brief Notes 


For the first time Protestant religious 
services are being broadcast from Rome 
—in quarter-hour Sunday programs. 
The speakers are, for the most part, 
Waldensians. 


Mexican Catholics in the Mexican vil- 
lage of Concepcion Enyege stoned the 
Protestant minister and three of his 
church members. There ‘is little hope 
of his recovery. 


At long last the church yards of Eng- 
land are now all open to members of 
the Free Churches with burial services 
by Free Church ministers. 


' America’s fastest foot-racer, Mr. Gil 
Dodds, having finished his Christian 
training in Gordon College, Boston, is 
now evangelizing young people, who 
flock to the front to profess their faith 
in Christ, in city after city. 

Torrey Johnson is director of “Chi- 
cagoland Youth for Christ.” According 
to His, he chartered a Lake Michigan 
boat and sponsored an evening cruise 
for 4,000 Chicago young people, some 
Christians and some not. The meeting 
was splendid. He organized meet- 
ings in the Chicago Stadium and Chi- 
cago Soldiers’ Field. 


Mr. H. D. Peck of the Presbyterian 
mission in Guatemala says of the new 
hymnal in the Mam dialect, “At the 
closing exercises of the Mam Bible In- 
stitute one of the students and the fore- 
man of the Mam center were so de- 
lighted that they stayed up until two 
o’clotk in the morning, singing all the 
169 hymns in the book.” 


The Eagle Booklets are brief mission- 
ary biographies already numbering fifty 
titles, of which a million copies have 
been sold by the Missionary Education 
Movement of Great Britain. Newsstands 
as well as churches have sold them, and 
all sorts of people bought them. They 
summarize the lives of such great mis- 
sionaries as Livingstone and Mary Sles- 
sor; are short— thirty pages; and cheap 
— about ten cents, 

Some time ago a group of fishermen 
from Hvalor (Norway) succeeded in res- 
cuing the crew of a German plane that 
had crashed at sea. In praising the fish- 
ermen Kommissar Terboven asked them 
if they had a favor they wished in re- 


turn. Without a moment’s hesitation the 


men asked for the release of their pas- 
tor from the Grini concentration camp. 
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LESSON 5. JULY 29. GOD'S PROMISE OF A NATION 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 17 and 18, printed text, Genesis 17:1-10 


Golden Text.—! will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed alter thee in their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.—Gen. 17:7 


Kinc James VERsIon 


Gen. 17:1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, 
and said unto him, I am the 
Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 

2 And I will make my covenant between*me and thee, and 


the Lorp appeared to Abram, 


will multiply thee exceedingly. 
3 And Abram fell on his face: 
saying, 


4 As for me, behold, my covenant ts with thee, and thou shalt 


be a father of many nations. 


5 Neithér shall thy name any more be called Abram, “put thy 


and God talked with him, 


7 And I will establish my covenant between me ahd thee and 


thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting cove- 
nant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 

8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the 
land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 


éverlasting possession; and I will be their God. 


be circumcised. 


name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I 


made thee. 


6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make 
nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 

Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 

Approach to the Lesson 

OD had two outstanding Teasons 
GS for bringing the ‘nation of Israel 

into existence and. preserving it 
in the earth in spite of all the vicissi- 
tudes through which it was to pass 
throughout the centuries. The first was 
that through this nation His own Son, 
Israél’s Messiah and the Saviour of the 
world, might be borh in the line of prom- 
ise (Rom. 9:4,'5). The other was that 
they might be His witnesses in the earth 
(Isa. 43:10), through whom His holy law 
was to be preserved and His testimony 
given to all nations (Isa. 43:21). 

In order that these purposes might 
bé carried out, God chose Abraham and 
his seed, through Isaac and Jacob, and 
separated them to Himself, giving them 
an honored place which no other people 
have ever known (Amos 3:2). They 
are His peculiar treasure (Exod. 19:5; 
Psa. 135:4) destined some day to be the 
display of His grace and power to all 
mankind (Isa. 53:1-3; 54:1-8). Now. they 
are like olive branches torn out of the 
olive tree of promise, of which Abra- 
ham is the root, and wild branches of 
the Gentiles have been grafted in con- 
trary to nature (Rom. 11:17-22). But 
when the fullness of the Gentiles shall 
have come in, these natural branches 
will be grafted again into their own 
olive tree and so all Israel shall be 
saved (Rom. 11: 24-26). G 

God has never abrogated His covenant 
with Abraham, both as to this nation 
and the land which He gave them. He 
will fulfill every promisé in spit€ of all 
the sad failure on thé part of Israel, for 
the Abrahamic Covenant is one of pure 
grace. 

The Historical Setting 

It was thirteen years after the birth 

of Ishmael, Hagar’s son, that God ap- 


peared again to Abraham and renewed 
thé covenant made so long before. The 


9 And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant 
therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. 

10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and 
you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall 
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patriarch’s failure did not alter God's 
plan that he should become the father 
of a great nation and be a blessing to the 
whole éarth. A year after this, Isaac 
was born, —the child of promise, — and 
so faith, long-tested, was rewarded. 


Verse by Verse 


Gen. 17:1—“I am the Almighty God; 
walk before me, and be thou perfect.” 
It was when Abram’s body was “now 
dead” (Rom. 4:19) and Sarah “was past 
age” (Heb. 11:11) that God again ap- 
peared and made Himself known as the 
All-Sufficient One, whose .power is not 


limited by man’s weakness or faithless-. 


ness. “The Almighty: God” is, in the 
original, El Shaddai, the Mighty Breasted 
One—the God who is able to meet 
every emergency. Someone has sug- 
gested a colloquial rendering — The God 
who is Enough. This was what Abram 
was to learn in a new way. Before 
this Omnipotent God he was called to 
walk in uprightness, Perfection here 
does not mean absolute sinlessness, but 
integrity of heart and life. There was 
to be no more turning aside or reliance 
upop fleshly expedients. 

Verse 2—“I will make my covenant 
between me and thee.” It was a cove- 
nant of pure grace. God gave the prom- 
ise that He would multiply Abram ex- 
ceedingly. His gifts and callings are 
without repentance (Rom. 11:29). This 
covenant still stands and will have its 
greatest fulfillment in a future day, when 
all things that are written will have 
come to pass (Luke 24:44; Acts 3:19-21). 

Verse 3.—“Abram fell on his face: and 
God talked with him.” Prostrating him- 
self before the Lord in the attitude of 
worship, Abram was given a fuller rev- 
elatiorr of the divine plans for the world’s 





A helpful lesson side light, 
“Hints From the Hebrew,” by H. 
Framer Smith, will be found on 
page 550 of this issue of the 
TIMEs. 
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blessing, which were to be carried out 
through his seed. It is a most blessed 
thing to be in that condition of soul 
where one can hear and respond to the 
voice of God—a voice which is not 
necessarily audible to the outward ear, 
but is heard and recognized by the ears 
of the heart. 


Verse 4—“Thou shalt be the father of 
a multitude of nations” (R. V.).. When 
we consider the many nations whose 
progenitors were descended from Abram, 
we begin to understand how marvelous 
and far-reaching was this prophecy. Not 
Israel only, but the Arabian and Edomite 
peoples, and many others traced their 
descent to this venerable man of faith. 


‘Verse 5—“Thy name shall be Abra- 
ham.” It was at this time the name 
“Abram” (meaning “high father’) was 
superseded by “Abraham,” “the father 
of a multitude,” as the perpetual re- 
minder that he should become father of 
many nations. When God gives a pér- 
son a hew name, it is always indicative 
of His purpose regarding that one. 


Verse 6—“I will make thee exceed- 
ing fruitful, . . . kings shall come out 
of thee.” All of this has been fulfilled 
literally throughout many centuries, and 
when, at last, the Lord Jesus shall réign 
as King over all the earth it will be 
as Son of Abraham (Matt. 1:1) accord- 
ing to the flesh. 


Verse,7.—“I will establish my covenant 
between me and thee.” This is intensely 
personal. God had singled this man out 
from all others and He confirmed His 
covenant with him. But He also pledged 
His word to care for his seed after him 
“in their generations for an everlasting 
covenant.” No failure on their part 
could nullify His word. It is a covenant 
of pure grace and it must stand, and 
even though the legal covenant cafiie 
in some four centuries later, it could 
not cancel or alter the terms of the 
promise so solemnly made to Abraham 
by Him who declared, “I will . .. be 
a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee.” ur 
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Verse 8.—“I will give unto thee, and 
to thy seed after thee, the land wherein 
' thow art a stranger, all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting possession.” 
This is the divine title which has been 
given to Israel. The land of Canaan does 
not refer to Heaven. We are not to 
spiritualize this pledge made in regard 
to the land. It is the land of Palestine 
itself which God gave irrevocably to the 
seed of Abraham. He has said of it, 
“The land shall not be sold for ever: 
for the land is mine” (Lev. 25:23). He 
disposes of it as it pleases Him, and it 
is His will that Israel, Abraham’s literal 
seed, shall possess it and dwell in it. 
Therefore, though scattered as they have 
been throughout the past centuries, He 
will see to it that they return as a 
nation to that land in due time, when 
they return in heart to Himself (Isa. 
11: 10-16). 


Verse 9.—“God said . . . Thou shalt 
keep my covenant therefore, thou, and 
thy seed after thee in their generations.” 
To keep that covenant means for them 
to remember God’s promise, counting 
upon Him to fulfill His Word in due 
time. 

Verse 10.—“This is my covenant .. . 
Every-man child among you shall. be 
circumcised.” The seal or memorial of 
the covenant, the perpetual reminder of 
God’s promise, was to be for Israel the 
rite of circumcision, which tells of the 
unprofitableness of the fiesh and speaks 
of the putting away of all that is un- 
clean and: unholy. The mere outward 
sign, however, is of no avail if there 
be not the separation of the heart from 
all that is offensive to God (Rom. 2:29). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God’s covenants are of two kinds: 
some are conditional upon man’s re- 
sponse to His commandments; others are 
unconditional because He makes a prom- 
ise in sovereign grace which He deter- 
mines to carry out whatever the nature 
of the response on man’s part may be. 
His promise to give the land of Palestine 
to Abraham was of this latter charac- 
ter; also the promise to make of him a 
great nation. There can be no possibil- 
ity of failure in regard to both of these 
parts of the covenant. Therefore it is 
called an everlasting covenant. It is 
sovereign grace acting for the blessing 
of those who have done nothing to earn 
such wondrous favor. In this respect, 
it is like God’s salvation, which is alto- 
gether by grace and made good 'to all 
who believe. 

A Lesson Outline 


Tue Covenant Nation 
Genesis 17 


1. The revelation of El Shaddai (v. 1a) 
2. A challenge to obedience (v. 1b) 

3. The covenant reaffirmed (v. 2) 

4. Worship and communion (v. 3) 

5. A new name (vs. 4, 5) 

6. The entail of the covenant (¥s. 6-8) 
7. The covenant sign (vs. 9, 10) 
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Last Week's Lesson 
4 July 22.—Abraham’s Practice of 
: Brotherhood ............ Genesis 13 to 15 


J Next Week’s Lesson 
6. August 5.—Isaac’s Heritage. Genesis 21 to 24 








Special Lesson Popics and Truths 
God’s Word as to the Nation and the 
Land. These two are linked together in 
the terms of the covenant. The promise, 
that God would make of Abraham a 
great nation, carried with it the declara- 
tion that He would give the land of 
Canaan to that people. For nearly two 
thousand years Israel has been homeless 
— the nation of the wandering foot — be- 
cause of their sins. But God’s covenant 
abides. They are beloved still “for the 
fathers’ sakes” (Rom. 11:28), and when 
they return to the Lord they will be 


re-established as a redeemed nation in © 


their own land. (Rom. 9:26). Already 
we see evidences that the time is near 
when the many prophecies relating to 
this shall be fulfilled (Rom. 11:26, 27). 


Summaries and Applications 


Although Abram had failed so sadly 
in bringing Hagar and through her Ish- 
mael into the family, this did not change 


« God’s purpose or cause Him to alter 


His Word. 


The new revelation of God as El Shad- 
dai was given to strengthen the patri- 
arch’s faith, assuring him that. he had 
to do with the All-Sufficient One to 
whom nothing is impossible. 


There is something sublime about the 
faith of this man, almost a century old, 
who dared to believe that he would be- 
come the father of a great nation and 
of many other peoples, though it seemed 
a physical impossibility. 

The Jewish nation and the Christian 
church are the witnesses that God’s 
promise has been fulfilled, for in them 
we see Abraham’s natural and spiritual 
seed, through whom blessing flows out 
to all the world. 

Curcaco. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is the meaning of “Almighty 
God” (Heb., El Shaddai)? 


2. What is the chief nation that 
sprang from Abraham? 


3. In what does their greatness consist? 


4. What other nations came from Abra- 
ham? 


5. In what sense could the land af Ca- 
naan be spoken of as “an everlasting pos- 
session”? 


6. Has God cast out Israel? 


7. In what way was the birth of Isaac 
supernatural? 


8. What was the fundamental reason for 
God's covenant with Abraham? 


(Answers on page 547) 
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The Iflustration Round Table 


lets giving a list of the lessons for the 
the conditions under which 
had from 


Emit the tal aud Rag y +s 
four illustrations. 

Waterproof and Fireproof—TI will es- 
tablish my covenant between me and 
thee and thy seed after thee in their 
generations for an everlasting covenant, 
to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee (Gen. 17:7, Golden Text). The 
Chinese Intelligencer, published in 


Shanghai, reports an address given be- 


fore the missionaries in China by J. S. 
Flacks, a Hebrew Christian. “He proved - 
beyond doubt that the past, present, and 
future of the Jewish race are super- 
natural. The Jew is both waterproof 
and fireproof, as shown by the experi- 
ence of Israel passing through the Red 


‘Sea, while their persecutors were 


drowned, and the Hebrew children in 
the furnace heated seven times, safely 
preserved, while their enemies who 
threw them in: were burned to death.” 
—From “5000 Best Modern Illustrations,” 
by Hallock. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


When God Is at the Center.—The Lord 
appeared to Abram, and said unto him, 
I am the Almighty God; walk before 
me, and be thou perfect (Gen. 17:1), 
I recall that day standing on the thres- 
hold of a litthke home of a village in 
Lanarkshire, Scotland. It was a very 
small and humble home where one day 
years ago a family arose early in the 
morning to hid farewell to a son. After 
a frugal meal of porridge and bread a 
young man named David read the 121st 
Psalm, offered a prayer, and trudged over 
a muddy road to Glasgow, where he 


‘took ship for Africa. The years pass, 


and David Livingstone, out of that hum- 
ble home, was found dead on his knees 
by his hand-made cot in a little hut of 
the long grass jungle country of Illala. 
The natives of the village carried his 
body 1,200 miles over river and moun- 
tain and through jungles of an enemy 
country until one day it was lowered 
in the tomb in Westminster Abbey. Last 
summer I stood before that grave and 
I wondered by what process one could 
argue from a birth so humble to a grave 
so glorious. Then I remembered what 
David Livingstone had written across 
his life, “I put no value on anything I pos- 
sess save in terms of the Kingdom of God.” 
It was the creative force of the gospel of 
God . ... which made all that change in 


his life, sending him from a cradle so 
ordinary to a tomb so resplendent. When 
a man believes in God, clear to the hilt, 
with all his heart, there comes to ham a 
power which no temptation can imperil, 
which no experienee can impeach; he 
will write as if an angel directed his 
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hand; he will sing as if the invisible 
choirs warbied in his soul. When God 
stands at the center of life man can 
change anything. When men see God in 
the heart of the universe all men will 
matter and all souls have a place. 
—From a sermon by Dr. ‘Joseph . R. 
Sizoo. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
N. Y. 


Nothing Left of Self—Abram fell on 
his facé (Gen. 17:3). Dr. Talbot of the 
Church of the Open Door in Lés Angeles 
was telling ... of a daddy and a little 
boy walking down a street in Chicago 
past the place where a skyscraper was 
being constructed. Glancing up they 
saw the men’ at work on a high story. 
Said the little boy: “Daddy, what are 
those little boys doing up thefe so high?” 
“Those are not little boys; those are 
grown men.” “But why do they look so 
small?” “Because they are so high.” 
“Then, Daddy, when they get to Heaven, 
there won’t be anything left of them, 
will there?” How true it is that the 
nearer we come to Christ, the smaller 
we -ourselves become!—From Henry 
Wingblade, in the Standard. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


He Notes the Sparrow and the Empire. 
—As for me, behold, my covenart is 
with thee, and thou shalt be a father of 


ABRAHAM was 


BY FAITH 


BEFORE 


GOD 
Gat. 3:65 Rom. 4-2, 
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many nations. (Gen. 17:4). When our 
nation was in process of founding, and 
the constitutional convention was in ses- 
sion, Benjamin Franklin arose and said: 
“Mr. Chairman, we have been groping 
about in the darkness for weeks search- 
ing after political truth and have not 
found ite. The longer I live, and the 
more I know, the more do I believe that 
God governs in the affairs of men; and 
if a sparrow cannot fall without His 


. notice, it sis probable that an empire 


cannot rise without His assistance.” 
From the Methodist. Sent by Howard 
G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Allenby’s Answered Prayer.—And I 
will give unto ... thy seed after thee, 
the land (Gen. 17:8). Allenby Bridge 
was built to honor Allenby whom God 
used so miraculously to make conquest 
of Jerusalem without the firing of a 
single gun. It spans the Jordan River. 
Allenby told how as a little boy he had 
knelt to say his evening prayers; he was 
taught to lisp after his mother the clos- 
ing part of the prayer, “And, O Lord, 
we would not forget Thine ancient peo- 
ple, Israel; hasten the day when Israel 
shall again be Thy people and shall be 
restored to Thy favor and to their land.” 
At a reception in London, Allenby said, 
“I never knew then that God would give 
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BY WORKS 
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me the privilege of belping to answer 
my own. childhood prayers.”—From the 
Chosen People. Sent by Maggie Eliza- 
beth Evans, Cement, Okla. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Not Merely a God, but My God.—I will 
bé their God (Gén. 17:8). To say there 
is a God is not much. It is the same as 
to say there is a bank; but there may 
be a bank, and you may be miserably 
poor. There céfrtainly is a God, but that 
God may be no source of comfort to 
you. The joy of the whole thing lies 
in that word “my.” My God will hear 
me.—From Spurgeon, in the Christian 
Digest. Sent by Mrs. J. S. Dick, Dinuba, 
Calif. 

We 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson — 


“I am the Almighty God” (Gen. 17:1). 
—One real difference between a mate- 
rialist and a believer is: the one places 
faith in the so-calléd “almighty dollar” 
and the things it purchases, while the 
other reposes faith in the Almighty God 
and the things He does. , 

Someone has suggested that lovers of 
money (1 Tim. 6:9, 10) should insert the 
word “this” into thé. motto appearing 
on the U. S. silver dollar and make it 
read: “In this god we trust.” 

Emerson said: “The American peo- 
ple have little faith. They rely on the 
power of the dollar.” 

Washington Irving in “The Creole Vil- 
lage says: “The almighty dollar, that 
great object of universal devotion 
throughout our land, séems to have no 
genuine devotees in these peculiar vil- 
lages.” 

The dollar is so impotent that it can- 
not purchase life, love, happiness, or 
redemption. It has béén defined as “the 
universal provider of everything but 
happiness and the universal passport to 
every place but Heavén.” 

The Lord was known unto the patri- 
archs as “Almighty God.” And as such 
He blessed, multiplied, and extended 
mercy to them (Gen. 28:3; 35:11; 43:14; 
48:3; 49:25). 

It was their privilege to “abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty”; and the 
assurance to them was, “He shall cover 
thee with his feathéts, and under his 
wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall 
be thy shield and buckler” (Psa. 91: 1-4). 

Apart from the Book of Revelation 
— where He is called “Almighty” eight 
times — there is only one passage in the 
New Testament where the Lord is called 
“Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:14-18). Could the 
implication be that nothing short of a 
consciousness of His Almighty power can 
enable His people in this age to main- 
tain the separation from evil which He 
there enjoins upon us? 

We are not of those who make folks 
transgressors for a word; but we deem 
it profitable to point out that when the 
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Lord Jesus Christ. taught His disciples 
to pray, He did not say, “When ye pray, 
say, Almighty God,” but, rather, “When 
ye pray, say, Our Father” (Luke 11:2). 

While the title “Almighty God” recalls 
the sovereignty and infinite. power, 
might, strength, and energy of God, the 
title “Father” reveals the intimacy of 
the relationship existing between the 
Almighty God and believers. “For ye 
are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). 

“And because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of ‘his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba Father” (Gal. 
4:6). 

“Neither shall thy name any more be 
called Abram [“high father”], but thy 
name shall be called Abraham [“father 
of a multitude”] (v. 5)—The. act of 
giving a person a name is a mani- 
festation of the authority of the one 
giving it; as here, God; and in Gene- 
sis 3:20, Adam; in Genesis 41:45, Phar- 
aoh; and in Daniel 5: 12, Nebuchadnezzar. 

Then, too, it reveals the fact that the 
person giving the name enters into re- 
lationship with the person named, accord. 
ing to the significance of the new name; 
as here, God is called “the God of Abra- 
ham.” 

As the Lord, Jesus changed Peter’s 
name from “Simon” to “Cephas” (John 
1;42), so, when we place faith in Him, 
He changes. our names from “Sinners” 
te “Saints”; from “Unbelievers” to “Be- 
lievers” and from “Strangers” to “Breth- 
ren” (Heb. 2:11). 


“I will make my covenant between me 
and thee” (v. 2)—There are ten “I 
will’s” in the chapter; six of which per- 
tain to the lesson: 

“I will make thee exceeding fruit- 
ful” (v. 6). 

“I will make nations of thee, and 
kings” (v. 6). 

“I will establish my covenant” (v. 7). 

“I will give unto thee ... the land” (v. 
8). 

“I will be their God” (v. 8). 

What a promising God was the God of 
Abraham ! , 

Concerning the faithfulness of God's 
promise, that strange character Balaam 
said, “God is not a man, that he should 
lie; neither the son of man, that he 
should repent: hath he said, and shall 
he not do it? or hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good?” (Num. 23: 
19.) 

The Apostle Paul could say, “For all 
the promises of God in him are yea, and 
in him Amen, unto the glory of God by 
us” (2 Cor. 1:20). 

It is Peter who says, “Whereby are 
given unto us exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature” (2 
Pet. 1:4). 


“It shall be a token of the covenant” 
(v. 11). —It is both interesting and profit- 
able to. notice the tokens mentioned in 
the Scriptures. 
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The rainbow was the token of the 
covenant made with Noah (Gen. 9:12). 
Briefly, its message is, “No universal 
flood again.” 

Circumcision was the token of the 


‘covenant made with Abraham. Briefly, 


its significance is, “No cofifidence in the 
flesh” (Rom. 2:28, 29; Phil. 3:3; Col. :2: 
11, 12). 

The blood was the token in Egypt 
(Exod. 12:13). Briefly, its significance 
is, “No plague of destruction.” * 

The scarlet cord was the token be- 
tween Rahab and the spies (Josh. 2: 
12). Briefly, its significance is, “No 
sword of judgment” (chap. §:22-25). 

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all” (2 Thess. 3:17, 18) is 
the token in every Pauline Epistle for 
believers today. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

God’s Promise to Abraham (Gen. 17:1-8) 

ID you ever say to little Sister some- 

thing like this, “Now, if you'll be 
good and not bother me while I do this, 
I'll read you a story after I get through”? 
Or maybe you've said to your pal, “If 
you'll help me weed the garden, I'll let 
you ride my bike.” What do you call 
such promises as these — ari agreement, 
a bargain, a deal, a covenant? ~ 

God made a promise —a covenant the 
Bible calls it—to Abram. (Write 
Abram’s name on one side of the black- 
board, and God’s on the other.) Genesis 
17:1 tells what God told Abram his part 
was. (“Walk before me, and be thou 
perfect.” Put on the board under 
Abram’s name.) God’s own part of the 
agreement was a generous one. He 
promised Abram five things: 

1. His family, or descendants, as the 
years passed, would become very many. 
(Write under God’s name, “Father of 
many nations.”) God gave Abram a new 
name as a reminder of that promise, 
Abraham, which meant in his language 
“father of a great multitude.” 

2. Not only were Abraham’s people 
to be very many in number, but some 
of them would be kings: (Add “Kings” 
to the list.) 

3. God would be the God of Abraham 
and of his people forever. (Write “Be 
their God” on the board.) 

4. God would give the country of Ca- 
naan, where Abraham was living, to 
Abraham and his people after him to 
keep forever. (List “Canaan.”) 

5. Then came a part of the promise 
that would happen first. Sarai, who was 
to be renamed Sarah, meaning princess, 
and Abraham would have a baby boy 
all their own. Sarah and Abraham could 
hardly believe this lovely promise — 
they had wanted a little- boy so long, 
and God hadn’t given them one. 
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Of course, God kept His promise. Lit- 
tle Isaac, meaning laughter, was born. 
(Write “Isaac” on the board.) Abra- 
ham’s family became the great nation 
of the Jews. David and Solomon and 
others were the promised kings. Be- 
cause the Jews later did not obey God, 
they lost their land for a time. You 
may be sure that God wouldn’t let Abra- 
ham lose out. God blessed him greatly. 
“I will bless thee, . . . and thou shalt 
be a blessing” (Gen. 12:2, Memory 
Verse). Can you name the blessings 
Abraham got? (Erase the writing on the 
board, and review.) This is harder: 
Can you think of any ways Abraham was 
a blessing, to Isaac (Is a*boy blessed 
by having a good man for a father?), to 
his own peeple (setting them a good 
example of faith and worship, gaining 
the promise of the country for them), 
to us (through Abraham came the Lord 
Jesus Christ, see Matt. 1:1, 17)? 

Has the Lord cleansed your life so 
it is good and clean? 

You must show that Christ can save 

By the way that you behave. 
Would you like some blessings God 
promises you for being good? The Lord 
Jesus gave eight you can claim if you'll 
walk before God, by His strength, and 
be perfect (Matt. 5:3-11). 

Abraham was humble enough to let 
Lot have first choice; he found a way to 
keep peace between his herders and 
Lot’s. (Psalm 1 or other memory pas- 
sages might be used here.) “Thou shalt 
be a blessing.” Are you a blessing or a 
nuisance in your family, in school, and 
Sunday school? 

To the teacher: This lesson does not 
mean to teach salvation by works. It 
is for those many boys and girls whose 
conduct tends to belie their Christian 
profession. For them and for the non- 
Christian, too, Psalm 32:1, 5 may be 
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For Primary. Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 
Topic and Scripture: 

God’s Promise to Abraham (Gen. 17:1-8) 

ID you ever see a man ninety-nine 

years old? There are a few of them, 
but they are old and feeble, generally 
deaf and weak. But Abraham was a 
strong, rugged man when he was ninety- 
nine. When the Lord and two angels 
came to call on him in Mamre, he asked 
them to stay and have dinner. He told 
Sarah to make some hot rolls, and he 
ran and caught a calf, which a servant 
dressed and cooked. 

When Abraham was ninety-nine years 
old, he and Sarah had never had any 
children. Now God spoke to him and 
said that He would change his name, 
which had been Abram, to Abraham, 
because he would be the father of many 
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nations. Also He promised Abraham’s 
children the land of Canaan. He told 
Abraham that he and Sarah should have 
a gon the next year. Abraham laughed, 
because people a hundred years old and 
ninety years old just“don’t have babies; 
but sure énough, the next year Isaac 
was born, the son of Abraham and Sarah. 

Abraham and Sarah learned what we 
all must beliéve, that God always keeps 
His promises. It makes no difference 
how hard thé promise is to keep, nothing 
is too hard for God. We very often for- 
get that God can do all things. 

We would like to ask God for some- 
thing that seems impossible, but we 
don’t, because it seems too hard to ex- 
péct God to do it.. God loves to ‘have 
us trust Him for hard things, when 
they are His will. 

Think how missionaries have trusted 
God for protection, for opening new 
places to the Gospel, and how God has 
done far more than they have asked or 
even thought. God is still keeping His 
promises to Abraham. Some of them 
are not finished, because they are for- 
ever, so they will always go on being 
kept. / 

God’s promisés to us are just as sure, 
and many of them are forever. Our sal- 
vation is forever. God’s love for us 
will be forever, so through all eternity 
God will be keeping promises to His 
children. 

But if you are not one of God’s chil- 
dren, if you have not believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, you 
have no claim on God’s promises. Are 
you willing to be on the losing side, 
when you can have all God’s promises if 
you will receive the Lord Jesus? 


Quiz 
1. How old was Abraham when God prom- 
ised him a son? 
2. What else did God promise him? 
3. Who was Abraham’s son? 
4. Will God keep all His proémisés? 
5. Tell one promise God has made His chil- 
dren. 
Mopesto, Catir. f 
% 
*  ] . 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 544) 

1. The Breasted One, implying that He 
is the Nourisher, the Strength-Giver, the 
All-Sufficient One of all who trust Him. 

2. The people of Israel. 


3. In the fact that Christ same into the 
world through them. . 


4. The Arabian peoples; the Edomites, 
now extinct; and many other surrounding 
peoples. 


5. Canaan was a type of Heaven's happi- 
ness (Heb. 11:16), which is eternal. 


6. No, He has not and will tot, because 
His covenant with Abraham is forever. 


7. In that Abraham and Sarah in their 
long years of married life had not been 
blessed with any children, and were then 
past the age when naturally they might 
expect to have children. 


8. God purposed to be the personal God 
of Abraham and all his descendants, both 
those in the flesh, and those who would 
bétome heirs of the promise by faith (Gen. 
17:1, 7 8). 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Gop Is Enouvex 
AVE you been impatient for some- 
thing to happen, so impatient that 
you thought you could not wait for the 
normal coursé of évents, and you tried 


to bring your désire to pass through 
other means? Or, if this were impos- 


sible, you gréw morbid and took the . 


attitude that life from then on would 
hold nothing more of interest to you? 
What makes a person impatient for ex- 
pected events to hurry into reality? Doés 
waiting grow monotonous? (Psa. 27: 14.) 
Do fears arise that your lifé may not 
work out as it should? (Psa. 37:1-7.) 
Sometimes it is true that our dearest 
dreams crash about us with utter finality 
of impossibility, and we reach out in 
our distress for One who is sufficient 
for all our needs —for “the God who is 
enough.” 


A friend wrote recently, “We do not 
always see eye to eye with God, but we 
must believe that He is always right.” 
Another wrote, “Although we cannot 
understand our troubles now, we will 
understand their meaning in that other 
Land.” Abram and Sarai had such les- 
sons to learn, and part of them weré 
learned by the hard way of experietice. 
Because they could not wait for God 
to do what He had promised, they 
plunged themselves and everybody in- 
volved into long years of unhappiness. 
At last; when they were humbled and 
ready for God to have His way, He not 
only responded to their desire for a 
child, but He worked “together for good” 
the hasty mistakes they had made (Gen. 
16; 17715-21; 21: 1-21). 

Notice in our lesson text some of the 
factors involved in the change that came 
upon Abram and his wife, and see how 
they fit our cases (Gen. 17: 1-10): 


“Ninety years old and nine.”—What 
difference does our age make to God? 
“Mine age is as nothing before thee” 
(Psa. 39:5b). The Lord can take a 
yielded person of any age and any cir- 
cumstance and. transform that one for 
His glory. No matter what our plans 
have been, His plans for us are always 
more sensible. 


“The Lord appeared ... and said... 
I am the Almighty God.”—Have you had 
a vision of the Lord? Do you know 
Him intimately? What does His al- 
mightiness mean to you? Bible scholars 
tell us -that the interpretation here is, 
more correctly, “all-sufficient.” “He is 
the Nourisher, the Strength-giver, and 
. the Satisfier, who pours Himself 
into believing lives.”1 (2 Cor. 12:9.) 
God is enough. 


“Walk before me... be thou perfect.” 
—Be sincere and upright. Our ways are 


1Sée fiote in Scdfield Reference Bibie 
(Gen. 17:1). 
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all known by Him. What does He think 
of us as He watches? (1 John 1:7.) 


“I will .. . multiply thee.”’—Our con- 
tributions to life do not stop when we 
pass from. this world. They go on and 
on through descendants, and through the 
influence that we have wrought in other 
lives. Does the on-going effect of this 
influence honor our Redeemer? (John 
15:8.) 


“Fell on his face.”—Are we humble 
when we talk with God? Do we wait 
to hear Him speak to our hearts and 
minds? (John 4:25.) 


If you had the privilege of asking God 
to grant you three deepest desires, could 
you ask anything better than that which 
God promised to Abraham? Of course 
the promises made to Abraham had his- 
torical significance for the Jews, and for 
Christians who would inherit the prom- 
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Lord Jesus Christ. taught His disciples 
to pray, He did not say, “When ye pray, 
say, Almighty God,” but, rather, “When 
ye pray, say, Our Father” (Luke 11:2). 

While the title “Almighty God” recalls 
the sovereignty and infinite power, 
might, strength, and energy of God, the 
title “Father” reveals the intimacy of 
the relationship existing between the 
Almighty God and believers. “For ye 
are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). 

“And because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of ‘his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba Father” (Gal. 
4:6). 

“Neither shall uhy name any more be 
called Abram [“high father”], but thy 
name shall be called Abraham [“father 
of a multitude”] (v. 5).—The. act of 
giving a person a name is a mani- 
festation of the authority of the one 
giving it; as here, God; and in Gene- 
sis 3:20, Adam; in Genesis 41:45, Phar- 
aoh; and in Daniel 5: 12, Nebuchadnezzar. 

Then, too, it reveals the fact that the 
person giving the name enters into re- 
lationship with the person named, accord- 
ing to the significance of the new name; 
as here, God is called “the God of Abra- 
ham.” 

As the Lord, Jesus changed Peter’s 
name from “Simon” to “Cephas” (John 
1;42), so, when we place faith in Him, 
He changes. our names from “Sinners” 
to “Saints”; from “Unbelievers” to “Be- 
lievers” and from “Strangers” to “Breth- 
ren” (Heb. 2:11). 


“I will make my covenant between me 
and thee” (v. 2).—There are ten “I 
wiil’s” in the chapter; six of which per- 
tain to the lesson: 

“I will make thee exceeding fruit- 
ful” (v. 6). 

“T will make nations of thee, and 
kings” (v. 6). 

“IT will establish my covenant” (v. 7). 

“I will give unto thee ... the land” (v. 
8). 

“IT will be their God” (v. 8).. 

What a promising God was the God of 
Abraham ! . 

Concerning the faithfulness of God’s 
promise, that strange character Balaam 
said, “God is not a man, that he should 
lie; neither the son of man, that he 
should repent: hath he said, and shall 
he not do it? or hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good?” (Num. 23: 
19.) 

The Apostle Paul could say, “For all 
the promises of God in him are yea, and 
in him Amen, unto the glory of God by 
us” (2 Cor. 1:20). 

It is Peter who says, “Whereby are 
given unto us exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature” (2 
Pet. 1:4). 


“It shall be a token of the covenant” 
(v. 11) .—It is both interesting and profit- 
able to. notice the tokens mentioned in 
the Scriptures. 
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The rainbow was the ioxen of the 
covenant made with Noah (Gen. 9:12). 
Briefly, its message is, “No universal 
flood again.” 

Circumcision was the token of the 


‘covenant made with Abraham. Briefly, 


its significance is, “No cofifidence in the 
flesh” (Rom. 2:28, 29; Phil. 8.5; Col. :2: 
11, 12). 

The blood was the token in Egypt 
(Exod. 12:13). Briefly, its significance 
is, “No plague of destruction.” * 

The scarlet cord was the token be- 
tween Rahab and the spies (Josh. 2: 
12). Briefly, its significance is, “No 
sword of judgment” (chap. 6: 22-25). 

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all” (2 Thess. 3:17, 18) is 
the token in every Pauline Epistle for 
believers today. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

God’s Promise to Abraham (Gen. 17:1-8) 

ID you ever say to little Sister some- 

thing like this, “Now, if you'll be 
good and not bother me while I do this, 
I'll read you a story after I get through”? 
Or maybe you've said to your pal, “If 
you'll help me weed the garden, I'll let 
you ride my bike.” What do you call 
such promises as these — ari agreement, 
a bargain, a deal, a covenant? ~ 

God made a promise —a covenant the 
Bible calls it—to Abram. (Write 
Abram’s name on one side of the black- 
board, and God’s on the other.) Genesis 
17:1 tells what God told Abiam his part 
was. (“Walk before me, and be thou 
perfect.” Put on the board under 
Abram’s name.) God’s own pert of the 
agreement was a generous one. He 
promised Abram five things: 

1. His family, or descendants, as the 
years passed, would become very many. 
(Write under God’s name, “rather of 
many nations.”) God gave Abram a new 
name as a reminder of that promise, 
Abraham, which meant in his language 
“father of a great multitude.” 

2. Not only were Abraham’s people 
to be very many in number, but some 
of them would be kings. (Add “Kings” 
to the list.) 

3. God would be the God of Abraham 
and of his people forever. (Write “Be 
their God” on the board.) 

4. God would give the country of Ca- 
naan, where Abraham was living, to 
Abraham and his people after him to 
keep forever. (List “Canaan.”) 

5. Then came a part of the promise 
that would happen first. Sarai, who was 
to be renamed Sarah, meaning princess, 
and Abraham would have a baky boy 
all their own. Sarah and Abraham could 
hardly believe this lovely promise — 
they had wanted a little- boy so long, 
and God hadn’t given them one. 
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Of course, God kept His promise. Lit- 
tle Isaac, meaning laughter, was born. 
(Write “Isaac” onthe board.) Abra- 
ham’s family became the great nation 
of the Jews. David and Solomon and 
others were the promised kings. Be- 
cause the Jews later did not obey God, 
they lost their land for a time. You 
may be sure that God wouldn’t let Abra- 
ham lose out. God blessed him greatly. 
“I will bless thee, . . . and thou shalt 
be a blessing” (Gen. 12:2, Memory 
Verse). Can you name the blessings 
Abraham got? (Erase the writing on the 
board, and review.) This is harder: 
Can you think of any ways Abraham was 
a blessing, to Isaac (Is a*boy blessed 
by having a good man for a father?), to 
his own peeple (setting them a good 
example of faith and worship, gaining 
the promise of the country for them), 
to us (through Abraham came the Lord 
Jesus Christ, see Matt. 1:1, 17)? 

Has the Lord cleansed your life so 
it is good and clean? 

You must show that Christ can save 

By the way that you behave. 
Would you like some blessings God 
promises you for being good? The Lord 
Jesus gave eight you can claim if you'll 
walk before God, by His strength, and 
be perfect (Matt. 5:3-11). 

Abraham was humble enough to let 
Lot have first choice; he found a way to 
keep peace between his herders and 
Lot’s. (Psalm 1 or other memory pas- 
sages might be used here.) “Thou shalt 
be a blessing.” Are you a blessing or a 
nuisance in your family, in school, and 
Sunday school? 

To the teacher: This lesson does not 
mean to teach salvation by works. It 
is for those many boys and girls whose 
conduct tends to belie their Christian 
profession. For them and for the non- 
Christian, too, Psalm 32:1, 5 may be 
used. 


Bucksport, MAIns. 
w 
For Primary. Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 

God’s Promise to Abraham (Gen. 17:1-8) 

ID you ever see a man ninety-nine 

years old? There are a few of them, 
but they are old and feeble, generally 
deaf and weak. But Abraham was a 
strong, rugged man when he was ninety- 
nine. When the Lord and two angels 
came to call on him in Mamre, he asked 
them to stay and have dinner. He told 
Sarah to make some hot rolls, and he 
ran and caught a calf, which a servant 
dressed and cooked. 

When Abraham was ninety-nine years 
old, he and Sarah had never had any 
children. Now God spoke to him and 
said that He would change his name, 
which had been Abram, to Abraham, 
because he would be the father of many 
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nations. Also He promised Abraham’s 
children the land of Canaan. He told 
Abraham that he and Sarah should have 
a son the next year. Abraham laughed, 
because people a hundred years old and 
ninety years old just‘don’t have babies; 
but sure énough, the next year Isaac 
was born, the son of Abraham and Sarah. 

Abraham and Sarah learned what we 
all must believe, that God always keeps 
His promises. It makes no difference 
how hard thé promise is to keep, nothing 
is too hard for God. We very often for- 
get that God can do all things. 

We would like to ask God for some- 
thing that seems impossible, but we 
don’t, because it seems too hard to ex- 
péct God to do it.. God loves to ‘have 
us trust Him for hard things, when 
they are His will. 

Think how missionaries have trusted 
God for protection, for opening new 
places to the Gospel, and how God has 
done far more than they have asked or 
even thought. God is still keeping His 
promises to Abraham. Some of them 
are not finished, because they are for- 
ever, so they will always go on being 
kept. / 

God’s promisés to us are just as sure, 
and many of them are forever. Our sal- 
vation is forever. God's love for us 
will be forever, so through all eternity 
God will be keeping promises to His 
children. 

But if you are not one of God's chil- 
dren, if you have not believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, you 
have no claim on God’s promises. Are 
you willing to be on the losing side, 
when you can have all God’s promises if 
you will receive the Lord Jesus? 


Quiz 


1. How old was Abraham when God prom- 
ised him a son? 

2. What else did God promise him? 

3. Who was Abraham’s son? 

4. Will God keep all His promises? 

5. Tell one promise God has made His chil- 
dren. 

Mooesto, Cauir. 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 544) 

1. The Breasted One, implying that He 
is the Nourisher, the Strength-Giver, the 
All-Sufficient One of all who trust Him. 

2. The people of Israel. 


3. In the fact that Christ same into the 
world through them. . 


4. The Arabian peoples; the Edomites, 
now extinct; and many other surrounding 
peoples. 


5. Canaan was a type of Heaven's happi- 
ness (Heb. 11:16), which is eternal. 


6. No, He has not and will not, because 
His covenant with Abraham is forever. 


7. In that Abraham and Sarah in their 
long years of married life had not been 
blessed with any children, and were then 
past the age when naturally they might 
expect to have childrén. 

8. God purposed to be the personal God 
of Abraham and all his descendants, both 
those in the flesh, and those who would 


bétome heirs of the promise by faith (Gen. 
17:1, 7, 8). 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Gop Is ENnoucu 


AVE you been impatient for some- 
thing to happen, so impatient that 
you thought you could not wait for the 
normal coursé of events, and you tried 
to bring your désiré to pass through 
other means? Or, if this were impos- 


sible, you gréw morbid and took the . 


attitude that life from then on would 
hold nothing more of interest to you? 
What makes a person impatient for ex- 
pected events to hurry into reality? Does 
waiting grow monotonous? (Psa. 27: 14.) 
Do fears arise that your life may not 
work out as it should? (Psa. 37:1-7.) 
Sometimes it is true that our dearest 
dreams crash about us with utter finality 
of impossibility, and we reach out in 
our distress for One who is sufficient 
for all our needs—for “the God who is 
enough.” 


A friend wrote recently, “We do not 
always see eye to eye with God, but we 
must believe that He is always right.” 
Another wrote, “Although we cannot 
understand our troubles now, we will 
understand their meaning in that other 
Land.” Abram and Sarai had such les- 
sons to learn, and part of them weré 
learned by the hard way of experietice. 
Because they could not wait for God 
to do what He had promised, they 
plunged themselves and everybody in- 
volved into long years of unhappiness. 
At last, when they were humbled and 
ready for God to have His way, He not 
only responded to their desire for a 
child, but He worked “together for good” 
the hasty mistakes they had made (Gen. 
16; 17/15-21; 21: 1-21). 

Notice in our lesson text some of the 
factors involved in the change that came 
upon Abram and his wife, and see how 
they fit our cases (Gen. 17: 1-10): 


“Ninety years old and nine.”—What 
difference does our age make to God? 
“Mine age is as nothing before thee” 
(Psa. 39:5b). The Lord can take a 
yielded person of any age and any cir- 
cumstance and. transform that one for 
His glory. No matter what our plans 
have been, His plans for us are always 
more sensible. 


“The Lord appeared ...and said... 
I am the Almighty God.”—Have you had 
a vision of the Lord? Do you know 
Him intimately? What does His al- 
mightiness mean to you? Bible scholars 
tell us -that the interpretation here is, 
more correctly, “all-sufficient.” “He is 
the Nourisher, the Strength-giver, and 
. the Satisfier, who pours Himself 
into believing lives.”1 (2 Cor. 12:9.) 
God is enough. 


“Walk before me... be thou perfect.” 
—Be sincere and upright. Our ways are 


1$ée fiote ih Scéfield Reference Bibie 
(Gen. 17:1). 
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all known by Him. What does He think 
of us as He watches? (1 John 1:7.) 

“IT will .. . multiply thee.’—Our con- 
tributions to life do not stop when we 
pass from this world. They go on and 
on through descendants, and through the 
influence that we have wrought in other 
lives. Does the on-going effect of this 
influence honor our Redeemer? (John 
15: 8.) 


“Fell on his face.”—Are we humble 
when we talk with God? Do we wait 
to hear Him speak to our hearts and 
minds? (John 4:25.) 


If you had the privilege of asking God 
to grant you three deepest desires, could 
you ask anything better than that which 
God promised to Abraham? Of course 
the promises made to Abraham had his- 
torical significance for the Jews, and for 
Christians who would inherit the prom- 
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From the Shores of 
the Baltic to the 
Banks of Jordan 


In Sweden, Palestine, Switzerland, 
France, Great Britain, and in Amer- 
ica our messengers are bringing 
material aid to the many destitute 
refugees, Jews, and Hebrew Chris- 
tians, comforting the heartbroken 
and de ing, the 
Gospel of the rd Jesus Christ to 
Israel in the hour of her great 
calamity. 


We invite your prayerful fellow- 
ship and financial support for this 
reat cause, in the name of the ever- 
aithful and promise-keeping God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Gen, 12:3; Psa. 122:6). 

Please write to 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., 
General Secretary 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-8 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Treasurer for Canada: 
Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D., Principal 
Alma College, St. Thomas, Ont. 


Our quarterly record “Israel My Glory” and other 





literature sent to all contributors also on request. 














When answering advertisements, tell them 
you saw it in the Times. 


BIBLE CONFERENCE 


ATLANTIC CITY 
“The Air-Conditioned City-by-the-Sea” 
JULY 14 to AUGUST 9 











Speakers: 
Pettingill, Torry, Stoll and Reich 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Coulson Shepherd, Pastor 


Send for descriptive folder 
P. O. Box 445 Atlantic City, N. J. 











. 


Needed Now 


Nurses - Nurses Aids 
Attendants - Workers 
Student Nurses 
Summer Help 
Men and Women 














Write: Supervisor of Nurses 


4 CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 
Wyckoff, New Jersey 
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ises by faith in Christ (Gal. 4). At the 
same time, each part of God’s covenant 
can hold personal meaning for us. 
First, think what your wishes would be, 
then compare the following: 


1, “Thy name shall be Abraham. ... 
I shall make thee exceeding fruitful.” 
First, you would want a life of value 
both to yourself and others while living 
in this world (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 4:13). 

2. “An everlasting covenant.” (Fore- 
telling a “city ... whose builder and 
maker is God” (Heb, 11:10). Next, you 
would want the assurance of eternal 
life in a more perfect world than this. 

3. “I will be their God.” Finally, you 
would want a loving, personal God, a 
Friend and Helper for every situation 
now and forever (John 19:17, 28). 


From this time on Abraham did not 
stagger through unbelief, but was “fully 
persuaded” that what God “had prom- 
ised, he was able also te perform” (Rom. 
4: 20-22). 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


. Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a promise is something 
whose intrinsic or material value 


*can only exist in the future, but it may 


have a tremendous spiritual value in 
the present moment, according to one’s 
faith in the one who makes the promise. 


Here’s a fellow on a Saturday morning 
cleaning up the basement, which is in 
a dirty mess. It’s no fun cleaning and 
straightening a dirty cellar, but this boy 
is whistling a merry tune while he 
works, as though he were having the 
time of his life. Where is he getting 
his joy? I'll tell you. This morning at 
breakfast his dad told him if he would 
clean up the basement and put it ‘in 
good order he would take him to the 
Major League baseball game — a double- 
header — that afternoon. That is where 
the whistle is coming from — certainly 
not from the dirt and accumulation of 


_ rubbish and a chore that would sorely 


tax the spirit of any fellow on a Satur- 
day morning, or any other time. And 
this fellow knows his dad’s promise is 
as good as gold; he never has yet broken 
a promise to him, and he knows he will 
keep this one. So there goes the trash 
and here goes the whistle; a happy job 
and a good job—all because of a prom- 
ise that will be kept and you know it. 

Well, that’s on a small scale what took 
place with Abraham. God made to him 
one of the greatest promises ever given 
to any man. . It involved health, pros- 
perity, long life, a vast multitude of de- 
scendants which would include nations 
and kings and princes, and spiritual 
power that would extend through the 
ages and into eternity itself. We arc 
seeing some of these fulfilled even io- 





July 14, 1945 


day. Abraham believed the promise 
would be kept; he knew that the Infinite 
Promiser had the power to fulfill it, and 
it gave him confidence and buoyant joy 
for all the dull experiences and diffi- 
culties of the present. 

If ever he was mdmentarily tempted 
to be discouraged, he simply fixed his 
mind upon the promise and saw by faith 
the wonders and the glory ahead of him. 
That is one thing about a good promise, 
believed in; it has a joy kickback that 
takes the drudge out of drudgery and 
displaces fear with confident hope. 

God has not confined His rich prom 
ises to Abraham and those old worthies 
of Bible times, but He has included you 
and me in them. As Peter said in his 
great Pentecostal sermon, “For the prom- 
ise is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God shall call” 
(Acts 2:39). 

Your Bible is shot through with won- 
derful promises—far more wonderful 
than any “Aladdin’s lamp” could pro- 
duce.. They are there for you to see 
with your own eyes and for you to 
enjoy in fulfillment, if you only believe 
and accept them. “I am come,”. says 
Jesus Christ, “that they [and that’s you] 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 

Ever get into the basement of a hard 
job, fellows? Ever get discouraged? 
“Seest thou a man diligent in his busi- 
ness? he shall stand before kings” (Prov. 
22:29). Let your mind look up at the 
promises of God—there is one to lift 
up every experience — and you will go 
whistling about your job. And, my, 
what a good job, well done, it will be! 

DENVER, COLo, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, it is good to turn to Thee to 
learn Thy promises to those who -would 
follow Thee. Thou art Almighty God, 
and Thou dost hold in Thy open hand 
the greatest possible blessing for those 
who will trust Thee. May we learn deep 
lessons from Thy dealings with Thine 
ancient people Israel, and may we look 
to Thee confidently for Thy good gifts 
that are offered by Thee to those who 
will be obedient to Thee, and faithful 


- through all the generations. We ask this 


in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our faithful Father 
in Heaven makes very clear what He 
intends to do for His people. He does 
not leave them in any doubt as to His 
marvelous provision for their needs 
among the peoples of the earth, but He 
provides a plan, made clear in His pur- 
poses for them. In an everlasting cove- 
nant they are to do their part, and they 
may count upon Him to do His part. No 
wonder that Abram bowed down. be- 
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fore Him and received the new name 
of “Abraham,” the father of the faithful 
who trust in the God of Abraham. He 
could count upon God’s faithfulness to 
all His promises. The God of Abraham 
is our faithful Promise-maker and Prom- 
ise-keeper. There is something wonder- 
fully strengthening in the word “ever- 





GOD, THE FAITHFUL 
PROMISE - MAR 











lasting,” for that word today is just as 
good as it was, yesterday. Do we feel 
as sure of God's promises as revealed 
to us in His Word as we ought to feel? 
Are we as true as we might be in keep- 
ing our promises to Him, and in serv- 
ing Him faithfully? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
wg 


How Chen Got the Passport 
(Continued from page 539) 


the rowers had beén forced to. start a 
mile up the river, in order to land, al- 
most miraculously, at their secret cove 
destination.) “Let her go!” Chen whis- 
pered—a hard command for a thrifty 
Chinese to utter. But the boat was now 
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of little consequence compared with the 
issues at stake. Cautiously the men 
crawled away from the bank. 

When far enough away from the em- 
bankment area, and in relative safety, 
th¢y arose and ran upright. The two 
boatmen, taller, younger, stronger than 
Chen outran him. As they neared the 
gate of the city, they shouted as fran- 
tically as joyously. 

The gate was quickly unbarred and 
held open for them and Chen to pass 
through. The city was already not only 
awake but astir—expectant,’ excited, 


concerned. We had many friends therein, | 


and well-wishers among the business- 
men. During the uneasy night, they had 
slept.in their stores. Now the boarded- 
up fronts were unbarred, the keepers 
in the wide-open doors. There they 
stood, bowing and smiling and talking 
in glad excitement, as the two boatmen, 
yelling the success, rushed past. But 
ahead of the runners the glad tidings 
sped down the main street. Chen, wav- 
ing “the document,” staggered on behind 
the rowers, local men and now local 
heroes. The soldiers were out in front 
of their quarters; all eager, some surly. 
Later, we learned that, during the pre- 
ceding hour, they had been ominous in 
look and sound. 

Brushing aside the’ sentinels, and 
clutching his precious “reprieve,” Chen 
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rushed through the open “moon gate” 
into the officers’ court, and fell — fell, 
just as the cruel sun started to glint 
above the long sweep of the river. 


I jumped through guards and picked 
him up. What did I care for his mud 
encrustations! We embraced, laughing 
and mutually congratulating each other. 
As Chen and I fell into each others’ arms 
he never stopped to think that the pig- 
mentation of my skin was white, nor I 
that his was yellow. Only thus: We, 
sinners saved by grace, with a common 
Saviour and Lord, and thankfyl to God 
for His snatching mercy, were brothers 
in Christ. 

Without the physical excitement and 
emotional stimulus of being supported 
by a host of comrades, as a soldier in 
battle, this humble and inconspicuous 
Christian had done a brave and self- 
sacrificing deed. There was no prestige 
and éclat for him before the world, 
no decoration from a powerful govern- 
ment ‘in recognition of his valor; but, 
in spirit and action, he had illustrated 
these words of our Lord: “Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 15: 
13). Chen had done this in motive, 
and in willingness of spirit, if not in 
actual deed. 


(To be concluded) 
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“Che Master’s Product Cannot Be Produced 
at the Bungler’s Price.” 


i your talents for God by taking advantage of the excellent 
training courses offered in this school. 


The classroom work will fit you for the harvest fields of God. You will 
study, learn, and live in a Christian atmosphere with every opportunity 
to develop the mind, the heart, and the hand. 


Courses offered in General Bible, Missions, and Teacher Training with 
special emphasis on soul-winning and the Spirit-filled life. 


The beautiful four-acre campus offers opportunities for recreation the 
body needs to keep fit for the fight of faith. 


Plan now’ to enroll with us for your Christian 
training. The fall term begins September 10. 
Send for catalog and full information teday. 


The Kansas City Bible College 


Dr. Walter L. Wilson, President 


75th. & State Line, Kansas City 2, Mo. 
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Hints From the Hebrew — 
By H. Framer Smith, Ph D., Th.D., D.D. 


A side light on the International 
Uniform Lesson in this issue 


Génhesis 17:1—Abram was ninety 
yeats old and nine. A “year old,” in 
Hebrew, is “son of a year.” “Son” is 
ben, from banah, “to build; to con- 
struct.” The text reads, “And came to 
be Abram a son of ninety years and 
nine years.” Throughout many of these 
years God’ was building into Abram the 
kind of son He desired him to be. Sarai 
tried a different type of building 
(banah), by expecting a “son” (ben) 
through Hagar! She said, literally, 
“Perhaps I shall be built up (ibbaneh; 
a form of banah) from her” (Gen. 16:2). 

I [am] the Almighty God. Had Hebrew 
written the inserted “am,” the idea 
would be, “I have become the Almighty 
God.” Without its aid, this language 
correctly says, “I AM [always have been; 
always shall be] El Shaddai.” Some 
trace the derivation of Shaddai to shad- 
hah, meaning, in the Arabic, “to 
moisten,” thus claiming for the Hebrew 
noun (shaddai), which may be dual in 
number, the méaning, “God; the Breasted 
{Nourishing} One.” Others trace the 
noun to shadhadh, “to treat with vio- 
lencé,” thus seeing, in the Hebrew Shad- 
dai, the meaning “Omnipotent One; and, 
in the Arabic shadhidh, the meaning 
“Strong One; Vehement One.” Of the 
two the first is correct: God (El) is 
the Strong Oné whose nourishing and 
nurturing is the strength of His chil- 
dren. 

Walk before me, and be thou perfect.” 
“Walk” is a strong reflexive, meaning 
“walk thyself [before me]”; cf. “the 
voice of the Lord God walking [Him- 
self] in the garden” (Gen. 3:8}. “Per- 
fect” is tamin, derived from tamam, “to 
be completed; to be finished”; it means 
perfection in the sense of sincerity, 
soundness, integrity, uprightness. Thus 
we have the sense, “Walk yourself be- 
fore me, builded-up one of mine, and 
become — increasingly — sincerely sound 
and upright.” 

Verse 2—I will make my covenant. 
“Will make” is a form of nathan, “T shall 
give.” The emphasis is not so much on 
God’s making something for inan, but 
on His giving it to man. “Covenant” is 
berith, derived from barah, “to cut” 
(hence, first, “to eat”; then “to choose”). 
Berith, from the idea of cutting resident 
in the verb, means “covenant,” agree- 
ment; league, then the sign of the cove- 
nant, circumcision. In the text, “give” 
has a final “h,” employed in Hebrew to 
indicate determined purpose. God. pur- 
posed to give the covenant to His people. 

Will multiply thee exceedingly. The 
Hebrew text reads, “I shall cause to in- 
crease thee in excess of excess.” Cen- 
turies of organized effort te inassacre 
Jews has failed to exhaust God’s exeess 
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of excess. This people whom He thus 
preséfves will one day, 48 a nation, own 
His Son as Messiah. 


Verse 4—Many nations. “Many,” a 
noun (!), is derived from hamah, which 
means either “to coo” or “to growl”; 
either to make humming sound or 
tumultuous roar. Kinds, more than nufm- 
ber, of nations is here in mind. 


Verse 5.—Abram ... Abraham. Abram, 
Hebrew, ‘abh, “father”; plus ram, 
“height,” means “lofty father,” Abraham, 
a combination of Hebrew, ‘’abh, rabh, 
“multitude,’ and ham (from hamam, 
“noise making of a tumultuous crowd”), 
is “a father great as to a multitudinous 
people.” 

Have I made. Hebrew, nethattikha, 
“I have given thee (to be) .. .” “Made” 
rather conveys the idea of force; “given” 
displays the grace and graciousness of 
God. 

Verse 6—And I will make thee Sieh 
fruitful. The single Hebrew word, 
wehiphrethi. It is the causative (hip- 
hil) form of parah, and means, “And I 
will cause you to be fruitful.” 


Verse 7.—And I will establish my ¢ove- 
nant. Causative form of qum, “to rise; 
to stand.” Literally, “I will cause to 
make to stand my covenant”; that is, “I, 
God, —” etc. 


Verse 8.—Wherein thou art a stranger. 
The single term, meghurekha: “(the 
land of) thy sojournings.” Cf. 1 Peter 
1:1, where “strangers scattered” is the 
Greek “sojourners, seeded.” 

For a(n) ... possession. “Possession” 
is *’achuzzah, derived from ’achaz: “to 
take; to seize.” God’s sojourning people 
would become everlasting possessors, by 
seizure, of the land. Israel cannot be 
destroyed, nor can Palestine be kept 
from becoming the homeland of the 
Jews. ° 

Verse 9.—Thou shalt keep. One word, 
tishmeru, a form of the verb shamar. 
The verb means “to kéép as the result 
of observantly regarding.” The word 
occurs again in verse 10. 





To begin to walk perfectly, to be mul- 
tiplied exceedingly, to be made—by 
unfailing promise—a father of great 
multitudes, at ninety-nine, would ap- 
pear impossible. But El Shaddai, the 
Strong and Omnipotent One, gives His 
covenant; causes it to be made to stand; 
declares Himself to be the God of the 
keepers of that covenant. God performs 
the impossible. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the eontents of the peper: 
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Further Questions on Wine 
(Continued from second page) 

Answer.—Wine in the Bible is both 
fermented and unfermented wine, as 
cider today is cider both if the first 
hour of_ pressing and a year later. In 
Timothy a little wine was recommended 
for medicinal use. The burden of proof 
is upon those who insist that it was fer- 
mented. In view of Paul’s obvious hos- 
tility to alcoholic wine (Eph: 5:18) the 
presumption is that the wine recom- 
mended was unfermented. Certainly 
any well instructed modern physician 
would prescribe unfermented rather 
than intoxicating wine for chronic stom- 
ach ailment. I noticed in the German 
medical publication, Hippocrates, a 
highly technical article on the -disposi- 
tion to cancer among alcoholics. This 
tendency is traced back to injuries to 
biological enzymase (digestion) by the 
misuse of alcohol. “The delaying action 
of alcohol on digestion is sufficiently rec- 
ognized.” 

Fifty years ago Prof. R. S. Chittenden 
of Yale showed that the retarding effect 
of alcoholic drinks upon digestion is far 
more pronounced when the gastric juice 
is weak, as in invalids (“son Timothy”), 
than when it is strong. 

If we are to hold to the divine inspira- 


tion of Paul’s writings we can hardly . 


believe that the Holy Spirit commended 
the prescription to the sick, of a disease- 
causing, degenerating drink as medicine. 





Question.—To be “temperate in all things” 
(1 Cor. 9:25) is given as the goal, so it is 
temperance rather than prohibition. 

Answer.—The word “temperance” to 
us in America and our day is associated 
with alcoholic drink. But engkrateia 
in Paul’s day meant rather the exercise 
of self-control over carnal impulses. This 
is obviously so in 1 Corinthians 7:9; also 
in Acts 24:25. In Galatians 5:23 “tem- 
perance” should be “self-control” in the 
same sense, since it is followed by “and 
they that are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts.” Indeed 
this is the case in 1 Corinthians 9:25 
itself, where Paul, comparing himself to 
the athlete, “temperate” or using self- 
control in all things, refers here specifi- 
cally and only to keeping under his 
body. In Titus 1:8 a bishop, who is told 
not to be given to wine, is in the next 
verse told to be “temperate.” This, too 
means to be a man of moral self-con- 
trol, not a “moderate” drinker. To in- 
terpret it as “temperate” in the use of 
wine would be to import a present-day 
connotation. 

I may add that in our day “self-con- 
trol” or -“self-restraint” means, to the 
athlete, as far as alcohol is concerned, 
restraining oneself from any drinking 
at all. Spartan athletes may have taken 
the same position. 


Question.—[This summarizes the reader’s 
question.}. THe Nazarite was commanded 
to drink -neither fermented nor ‘unfer- 
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mented wine, or even to eat fresh grapes 
or raisins. But when the days of his sepa- 
ration were ended “the Nazarite may drink 
wine.”. The conclusion: “drinking of (alco- 
holic) wine was permissible when not per- 
forming a religious rite.” 

Answer.—As the Hebrew word yayin, 
used here, means either fermented or 
unfermented wine, we are entitled to 
interpret it as unfermented. This would 
be more consonant with the Nazarite 
tradition. “Ye gave the Nazarites wine 
to drink,” said Amos, and put it on the 
heinous level of commanding. the 
prophets not to prophesy. 

All Christians who incline to quibble 
in their Old Testament interpretation of 
this matter should give the abstinent 
view the preference, if possible. This 
is both just and ethical in view of the 
sea of misery to individuals and families 
and of devastation to the nation, with 
which drink is now overwhelming us. 

As to the New Testament the evidence 
seems to run one way and that very 
clearly. P 
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How to Promote Revival 
(Continued from second page) 


minister. He alone can dispense re- 
vival blessings. 

In promoting the spiritual renewal of 
the Church, he will immediately begin 
preaching new sermons. He will con- 
form his messages to God’s holy stand- 
ard. His preaching will be exactly that 
which God desires shall be given, for 
each and every occasion. People have 
a right to expect a word from the Lord 
in each sermon; and he has the duty 
of bringing that divine message when- 
ever he preaches to them. 

Jonathan Edwards says: “We that are 
ministers not only have need of some 
true experience of the saving influence 
of the Spirit of God upon our hearts, 
but we need a double portion of the 
Spirit of God at such a time as this; 
we had need to be as full of light as a 
glass that is held out in the sun; with 
respect to love and zeal, we had need 
at this day to be like angels that are 
a flame of fire. If ministers in a neigh- 
borhood would often meet together and 
spend days in fasting and fervent prayer 
amongst themselves, earnestly seeking 


for those extraordinary supplies of di- 


vine grace from Heaven that we need at 
this day, instead of spending their time 
sitting and smoking, and in diverting 
of worldly, unprofitable conversations, 
telling news, and making their remarks 
on this and the other trifling subject, 
they would be spending time in praying 
together, in singing praises, and in re- 
ligious conferences.” 


New YouNG PREACHERS 


New youthful candidates for the min- 
istry, who will supplant those who have 
grown stiff-necked (the need of the 
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hour), must be found by godly ministers. 
God is grieved with many of the old gen- 
eration who are set in their ways. We 
must look to the young. We need a White- 
field, a Wesley, a young Spurgeon more 
than ever. “Many ministers have gotten 
into a bad rut. They will not change. 
Godly men of the old generation must 
lay hands on young Timothys. Young 
men are strong and have overcome the 
wicked one. These must be ordained and 
charged, before God, to do work as 
evangelists. “Let the old- generation in 
the land take warning from the Word,” 
says Jonathan Edwards, “that they do 
not continue forever objecting, mur- 
muring, and cavilling against the work 
of God, lest. He should sware in His 
wrath concerning them that their car- 
casses shall fall in the wilderness.” 


THe LAYMAN’S PLACE 


While the business of laymen is not 
to preach and guide the Church, they 
are men of influence, and possessed of 
divine gifts and graces. They can 
greatly encourage spiritual forward 
movements. They have the means~and 
talents and are able to promote, if they 
are so disposed, the work God wants 
done. They are obligated to do this to 
lay up treasure in Heaven. Too long 
the cause of the Lord has been served 
in a stingy way. The storehouses of 
Heaven wait upon tithes and offerings 
and services of prospered people. 


FASTING AND PRAYER 


Fasting and prayer —these tokens of 
dependence upon God — are sadly want- 
ing. The history of revivals is one of 
self-denial and prayer. Satan opposes 
revival. He raises up hindrances. Prayer 
and fasting are a God-given means of 
gaining victory over the foe. I can think 
of no way in which God’s people can 
do so much to promote revival, with so 
little expenditure of time and strength, 
as they can by waiting upon God. 


Mora MATTERS 


Here is the path of revival. Its chief 
manifestation is moral. Reverence for 
God and submission to His will are the 
first works of revival. Outwardly, livés 
must show inward moral improvement, 
or the revival is a farce. Self-denial, 
acts of righteousness, humility, unity, 
the spirit of forgiveness, and brotherly 
love are true revival manifestations. 
Unless people show increase of faith and 
increase works of faith, there has been 
no real revival. Mere professors, with 
words but without deeds, are tokens 
of growing hypocrisy and not revival. 

A revival is like a premature day of 
judgment. These are days when the 
form of godliness is prevalent. This is 
the cheapest part of revival... The Teal 
work appears -when judgment and jus- 
tite, the permanent features of God’s 
throne,. appear among us. Stinginess 
disappears in revival. Hard feelings are 
gone. Idleness is no more., Loose liv- 
irig is at an end. Holiness, joy, and 
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peace prevail. Sinners are loved, sought, 
and found. Ministers enlarge their 
services to hungry souls. By such min- 
istries and practices revivals are pro- 
moted. ‘Beloved brethren, let us hasten 
back to these first principles in promot- 
ing revivals. All the great revivalists 
got themselves revived first and then 
proceeded in communion with God and 
obedfence to promote the work of the 
Spirit in the Church. So may it be 
again in the ministry today. 


bd 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 29 


Hymns of the Kingdom 
(Psa. 96:1-13; Col. 3:16) 


HE two Scripture portions chosen 

for our consideration in this week’s 
prayer meeting tell us something of 
the purpose of hymns and what their 
contents should be. Paul’s words to 
the Colossian Christians make it plain 
that hymns are to teach and to admon- 
ish, or to warn, or reprove, or exhort. 
Should not a recognition of this truth 
point us at once to the importance of 
noting and paying attention’to the words 
of the hymns we sing? Stop and think 
for a moment. How many well-known 
hymns that you sing many times in the 
course of a-‘year can you repeat from 
memory? Of how many can you give 
the principal theme in your own words? 
What do you suppose would have been 
the result at school had you given the 
same kind or amount of attention to 
book reviews or to your reading in Eng- 
lish literature? 

The great hymns of the church have 
come out of tested experience, travail, 
and the deep knowledge of God’s Word. 
Many of them were written amid sor- 
row, or testing, or in an ecstasy of praise 
and thanksgiving for deliverance. They 
were penned so that you and I might 
share the author’s experience and learn 
some of the lessons he or she learned. 

we idly sing their words giving 
no serious thought to the content or 
meaning, how can they admonish or 
teach us? 
4 


Psalm 96, which is also included in 
our Scripture lesson verses for this 
week’s prayer meeting, helps us to see 
some of the elements that make up a 
good Christian hymn. While few of us 
may ever compose a hymn, many of us 
will have a part in choosing hymns for 
our young people’s meetings.-- Some of 
us will take part, in a very particular 
sense, in the singing of hymns, either as 
solos, or duets, or quartets. One of the 
most effective uses of hymns in our 
young people’s meetings comes through 
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the choice of hymns that emphasize or 
complement the topic or general theme 
of the meeting. Have you ever been 
in a young people’s meeting where the 
leader or the one whose duty it was to 
guide the singing rushed in breath- 
lessly at the last moment, hurriedly 
leafed through the song book to choose 
some familiar hymn that caught his 
eye? Or perhaps he turned to the group 
assembled and asked, “Has anyone a 
favorite number?” 

We would use more care, would we 
not, in planning a table for refreshments 
at a simple party, or in. choosing the 
color scheme for our own room? Why, 
then, do we come to the Lord’s house to 
a meeting that is designed to worship 
and honor Him, and yet stoop to such 
slipshod, careless .planning, if it can be 
called planning at all? Just a little 
time, and careful attention, and conse- 
crated preparation can make such a dif- 
ference in the musical part of our young 
people’s prayer meeting programs. Let 
us not neglect them, 

The one responsible for the choice of 
hymns and music can enlist the help of 
the other members, if need be, in some 
such way as to say, “The topic we -are 
to think about tonight is —,” and then 
go on to state the topic, and perhaps 
explain it in a word or two. Then the 
question may, be asked, “Has anyone a 
hygnn to suggest that will be helpful in 
guiding our thoughts in this particular 
direction?” having already, of course, 
made his own careful choices, so as 
to be ready should there be no re- 
sponse, or a poor choice suggested. 
There may not be an immediate re- 
sponse, or any at all, the first time this 
is tried. But before long you may find 
the other members of your group also 
thinking about the content of the hymns 
they’ sing. 

% 


The knowledge of what makes up a 
good Christian hymn should also be a 
help to us in avoiding hymns that carry 
no Christian message, or that are con- 
trary to the plain, simple teaching of 
God’s Word. The Liberal and Unitarian 
influences that are abroad in our lgnd 
today have been responsible for the pro- 
duction of a number of hymnals for 
youth that contain many worthless 
hymns. Among these are found such 
themes as the beauty of the natural 
world; the universal brotherhood of man 
and Fatherhood of God; salvation by 
works, such as living the Golden Rule 
and loving everyone. As most of us 
who are instructed Christian young peo- 
ple know, there are part truths in such 
themes. But the danger comes in sub- 
stituting such part truths for the grand 
and glorious truths of God’s Word. 

Notice the themes in the Psalm of our 
Scripture lesson. First, we find the sal- 
vation theme (v. 2); then, the mission- 
ary theme (v. 3). In verse 4 comes the 
theme of the supremacy of God, and, in 
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THE INDIA MISSION 


412 West 8th Street, Elyria, Ohio 
Bible - Selleving (FUNDAMENTAL) Soul - Winning 


GOD’S Faithfulness 
yderab and Central Provinces 
Three Bible Schools training native evangelists; 
6000 church members won from idolatry. 
Write for fuller information. 
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“Acts” by Dr. H. A. Ironside, over 650 pages 
Paper covers, only $2; cloth binding, $3. 
big FREE catalog of ° 

oo on this 30- loose 


$e. West Const. 
h Rocketers 9a 'e st. Service 


in jp station Literature,’’ 
serving Armed 


ag BOOK | & TRACT Cco., Inc. 
Dept. ST, 1719 Franklin St. Oakland 12, Calif. 









SCRIPTURE TEXT 
Stationery 


with 
Hymn Phrases 


Everybody is writing today. You can 
make extra money selling this unique line 
which is inspiring thousands. y not 
supply your friends? 


. Packaged in either portfolio or box. Lib- 
eral discounts. 
Write today for our unusual selling plan. 


The Christian Light Press 
Dept. S-105 Elizabethtown, Pa. 


‘NIAGARA BIBLE CONFERENCE 
On Lake Ontario - - Olcott, N. Y. 
“The Vacation with a Blessing” 
Girls’ Camp . . - July 21 to 28 
* Boys’ Camp : ‘ July 28 to August 4 
. General and Missionary Conference, August 5 to 19 
For reservations and price, write 
REV. KENNETH MUCK 
Springtield, Mass. 
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verse 5, the fact that all other gods are 
idols. Tucked in verse 5 is also the 
truth that God is the Creator of the 
universe. 

In verses 6, 7, and 8 we see God’s ma- 
jesty and greatness, and His right to 
our honor and worship. In verse 9 is 
found the truth that purity and holiness 
are necessary on the part of those who 
come to worship God. 

In verse 10 the theme is His coming 
as a righteous judge, and, finally (vs. 
11-13), We see the joy and gladness of 
the whole earth under the righteous 
reign of its rightful King. 

Not all our hymns can cover such a 
wide scope as this Psalm of David, but 
if you will take the time to look you 
will be astonished by how many of the 
grand old hymns of the church contain 
many of the themes that David mentions 
here and other equally important Bible 
truths. 

se 


One final werd perhaps is needed as 
to the musical setting of our hymns. 
Brightness and joyfulness are part of a 
true Christian experience. But let us 
beware of the jazzy, jingle type of some 
so-called Gospel music. Obviously, it 
is designed to catch the ear of youth with 
an imitation of the jungle rhythm of 
the modern music of the world. Chris- 
tian music need not be doleful in order 
to be dignified or ‘appropriate. But 
neither is it fitting to set the great truths 
of God’s Word and of the Gospel to 
flippant or unmusical settings, or to 
dance rhythms that will turn the 
thoughts of the worshipers away from 
the things of Christ rather than toward 
them. Many of our old hymne are set 
to the finest harmonies that will capti- 
vate the hearts of young people as they 
sing them thoughtfully and wership- 


‘fully. Let us learn to use more of these 





HARNESS YOUR DOLLAES 





familiar. 


of volution, 


and philosophy. 
“ALIBI, 








the wa 








LULLABY 
MODERN JEHU” tell what has happened to churches that 
unscare sinners, and why. 

“MISTAKES GOD DID NOT MAKE” and “DUST AND DEITY” 
prove the necessity 
confused students. 


“MAN, tng Fe HARNESS MAKER” and “EAGLE WINGS” point 


ILLIONS are spent to destroy faith in the Bee. If r 
talks,”” what do Dr. I, Bro 
that great scientist God has raised up to defend the faith, Said 
this of the SHADDUCK BOOKS, — 
“I have been reading—and will ant io penie twelve of the 
most interesting books it has been’ my to examine, 
These books ought jo be circulated be the hundred thousand. 
They are unlike any other literature with which I am 
The quiet humor, the homely phrase-making, the 
unanswerable logic . . 
“JOCKO-HOMO HEAVENBOUND,” “PUDDLE 
DISE,”’ “TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS” ‘unmask the hoax 
When_ published, mnomenete erurch, . rs 
refused to advertise them, but no one known to Poured 
them. “RASTUS AGUSTUS EXPLAINS EVOLUTION’ i is. fun 


your dollars say? 


rtune to 
the wiide range of knowledge . 
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of a Creator, by saets easil ly observed, by 
Many of our books have striking cartoons. 


Christian experience. “SEVEN THU 
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LENNIAL’ DAWN” recites facts that Rutherford’s ‘“Wit- 
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Pd ge ton THE eroaE” discusses problems vital in millions of homes, Two Funda- 
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fine old hymns of the church in our 
young people’s meetings. Good Gospel 
choruses are not to be disdained. When 
not overdone they add variety and in- 
terest. But they should not constitute 
the whole menu any more than parsley, 
green pepper rings, olives, and a bit: of 
meringue should make up an evening 
meal, 
PHILADELPHIA, we 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible , Sete en ane intesnetionsl 
Lessons, y the ternational 


Sanday School Lesson Prono 
July 23 to 29 

Mon.—Genesis 17:1-10. 
God’s Covenant with His People. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “I will establish 
my covenant betweén me and thee and 
thy seed after thee in their generations, 
for an everlasting covenant, to be a God 
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.” 
God pledged Himself to Abraham for- 
ever to be the God of Israel. The ever- 
living God is able to keep His everlast- 
ing covenant. God also gives all. who 
believe on His Son “exceeding great and 
precious promises.” His promised hope, 
pardon, peace, and blessing are for all 
who trust Him. “Have faith in God.” 
Pray for the Friedenshort Branch, China 
Inland Mission, Tating, Kweichow, 

China. 

Tues.—Genesis 9:8-17. 
God’s Covenant with Nosh. 
Prayer Succestions: “I do set my bow 
in the cloud, and it shall be a token be- 
tween me and the earth.” God will 
never again send a world-wide flood. 
The rainbow is His sign of promise. It 
has been kept all these thousands of 
years. God’s faithfulness should be 
taught to the children. Think of the 
rainbow as a sign of God’s covenant 
and urge them to trust the God of love. 
Pray for the Greek American Mission- 
emple, 





Boston. 
Wed.—Isaiah 54:7-10. 
God’s Covenant of Peace. 
Prayer SuacesTions: “My kindness 
shall not depart from thee, neither shall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, 
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.” 
God’s blessings upon Israel were all 
based upon His covenant of peace. Our 
blessings are given because of the New 
Covenant made between the Father and 
the Son. Our blessings are all in Christ 











| On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry sn unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
ef importance to you in your work in 
the ehurch or Sunday school. Why not 
pian your purchases with the help ef 
these columns? 
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President: Pamir E. Howarp 
Vice-President: Harry J. JAEGER 
Treasurer: D. T. RicHMAN 
Editor: Pamir E. Howarp, Jr. 
Associate Editor: Jonn W. Lang, Jr. 
Correspondence Editor: Emiry D, Smirn 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. BLoom 
Former Editors: 
H. Cray TruMBvut., 1875-1903 
Cuartes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
$1.75, five or more copies to same or sep- 
arate addresses. Canada: add 25 cents; 
foreign: add 50 cents. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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are vain in themselyes. Our purposes’ 


must be made in the spirit or they will 
not be fulfilled for very long. The flesh 
is weak. It quickly makes vows and 
breaks them. Pray for the Ben Lippen 


Summer Conferences, Ben Lippen, near 


Asheville, wy... 
Sun.—Hebrews 13:20, 21, 
God's Everlasting Covenant. 

Prayer Succestions: “The blood of the 
everlasting covenant.” Covenants are 
not all eternal. Some have been made 
and broken. They are now in decay. 
Eternal salvation requires an eternal 
covenant, This the Gospel presents to 
perishing sinners. Eternal salvation 
through the blood (of Christ) seals the 
covenant everlasting.‘ By receiving the 
sinner’s Saviour the benefits of His 
atonement for sin become ours. Won- 
derful salvation! Pray for the Gospel 
Mission to the Jew, 3508 Ogden Ave., 
Chicago 23. 
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Sacandaga Bible Conference 


Shady Bay Park Broadalbin, N.Y 


Rate, $15.00 








PRAY...GIVE...WORK 


For the Evangelical Testimony 
in Educational Centers 
Sponsored by 


The Inter- Catagiete G =e Fellowship, Inc. 
The League of Evangelical Students 


For Information, Address: 
REV. L. CRAIG LONG, Ph.D. 








95 Liberty Street New York 6, N. Y. 











Jesus. He bestows them freely upon all 
believers. Pray for the Gull Lake Bible 
Conference, Midland Park, Augusta, 
Mich. 
Thurs.—Jeremiah 3$1:31-34, 
Ged’s New Covenant. 
Prayer Succestions: “Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah: not ac- 
cording to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers . . . which my covenant 
they brake.” The Old Covenant of 
works, broken by Israel and Judah, was 
weak because of their sinfulness. The 
New Covenant of grace, made between 
the Father and the Son, based upon bet- 
ter hopes and promises, insures salva- 
tion to us and to Israel. By breaking 


the Old Covenant, Israel came into con- . 


demnation; under the New, there is re- 
demption for them and for us in Christ 
Jesus. Pray for the Carver Bible In- 
stitute, 5 Chestnut St., S.W., Atlanta, 
Fri.—Isaiah 55:1-5, 
; God’s Covenant Offered to All. 

Prayer Succestions: “Incline your ear, 
and come unto me: hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an everlast- 
ing covenant with you.” This promise 
to Israel has an application to us. We 
have life through obedient faith in 
Christ, and receive also the benefits of 
His “everlasting covenant.” A “whoso- 
ever” invitation should be given to 
everyone. Pray for the Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s Cothmittee, International, 10 
S. LaSalle St., Chicago 10. 
Sat.—Joshua 24:22-28. 

Man’s Covenant with God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are witnesses 
against yourselves that ye have chosen 
you the Lord, to serve him. And they 
said, We are witnesses.” Joshua’s good 


’ example led the people to declare their 


choice of the Lord and His service. How 
well they remembered their promise is 
told in the Book of Judges. Resolutions 













Scriptures to their own land. 






BIBLES FOR RUSSIANS 


Evangelist Grickman reports from Belgium: 


2t INTERNMENT CAMPS VISITED 
Thousands of Russian Scriptures distributed. 
Two thousand Ukrainian hymnbooks printed and sent to Ukraine to meet 
requests. Converts in Camps hold services. Repatriated Russians carry 


Ask for free copy of “The Friend of Russians” with details. 
Pray and send gifts for this immeasurable ministry to 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, INC. 


REV. F. J. MILES, International Secretary 


1844 W. Monroe Street, Room 9, Chicago 12, Til 














TWO TIMELY BOOKS you cannot afford to miss .....+.++-: 





H. G. WELLS’ LATEST Book 


“Crux Ansata—An Indictment of the Roman Catholic Church” 


H. G. WELLS, well-known author and historian, gives | in this latest book, 
“CRUX ANSATA,” his frank convictions about the meddling policies of the 
Roman Catholic Church — from its first tie-up with the Emperor Constantine 
to its alliance with the Nazi-Fascist-Shinto Axis. He sums up his conclusions 
as follows: 
**As this present id nd if there i t of te 
hell gae-e hofese it deopene tence a tanghe of asiner ware, ts will hocemne plaines 
and plainer that itis no longer a eographically determined warfare of govern- 
but che ou -wide struggle sows ies to release 
itself — the ——— octopus of the Catholic Ch erywhere the 
Church extends its tentacles and fights to A. p weke of Man.” 


Price....... boca Special Paper-covered Edition....... $1.28 


Ale: Geto “BEHIND THE DICTATORS” 


By L. H. LEHMANN 

A Book of Lasting Value 
A Factual, Fully Documented Ranges of the Tie-Up Between the 
Vatican and Fascism - Price, $1.00. 


Combination offer: H. G. Wells’ “CRUX ANSATA”’ (paper covers) 
and “BEHIND THE DICTATORS” — - Both for $2.00. 








Order from AGORA PUBLISHING CO., 229 W. 48th Street, New York 19, N.Y. 
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